CIHM 
Microfiche 
Series 
(IMonographs) 


ICIMH 

Collection  de 
microfiches 
(monographles) 


Canadian  Institute  for  Historical  Microreproductions  /  Institut  Canadian  de  microreproductions  historiqties 


.k     irTi 


■>if^SVi.t 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notes  /  Notes  techniques  et  bibliographiques 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best  original 
copy  available  (or  filming.  Features  of  this  copy  which 
may  be  bibliographically  unique,  which  may  alter  any  of 
the  images  in  the  reproduction,  or  which  may 
significantly  change  the  usual  method  of  filming  are 
checked  below. 

r~1   Coloured  covers  / 
li/ I   Couverture  de  couleur 

r~7]   Covers  damaged  / 

\\^  1   Couverture  endommagie 

Covers  restored  and/or  laminated  / 
Couverture  restaur^e  et/ou  pellicul^e 

Cover  title  missing  /  Le  titre  de  couverture  manque 

Coloured  maps  /  Cartes  g^ographiques  en  couleur 

Coloured  ink    e.  other  than  blue  or  black)  /' 


D 


I I   Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 

□   Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations  / 
Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 


D 
D 

D 


D 


L'Institut  a  microfilm^  le  meilleur  exemplaire  qu'il  lui  a 
et6  possible  de  se  procurer.  Les  details  de  cet  exem- 
plaire qui  sont  peut-fetre  uniques  du  point  de  vue  bibli- 
ographique,  qui  peuvent  modifier  une  image  reproduite. 
ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une  modification  dans  la  m6tho- 
de  normale  de  filmage  sont  indiqu^s  ci-dessous. 

I      I  Coloured  pages  /  Pages  de  couleur 

[j/|   Pages  damaged/ Pages  endommag^es 

□   Pages  restored  and/or  laminated  / 
Pages  restaur6es  et/ou  pellicuI6es 

0   Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed  / 
Pages  ddcolordes,  tachet^es  ou  piqu6es 

I      I   Pages  detached  /  Pages  d^tachdes 

[T/j  Showthrough  /  Transparence 

I — I   Quality  of  print  varies  / 


D 
D 


D 


Bound  with  other  material  / 
Reli6  avec  d'autres  documents 

Only  edition  available  / 
Seule  Edition  disponible 

Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion  along 
interior  margin  /  La  reliure  serr^e  peut  causer  de 
I'ombre  ou  de  la  distorsion  le  long  de  la  marge 
int^rieure. 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restorations  may  appear 
within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these  have  been 
omitted  from  filming  /  Use  peut  que  cerlaines  pages 
blanches  ajout6es  lors  d'une  restauration 
apparaissent  dans  le  texte,  mais,  lorsque  cela  6tait 
possible,  ces  pages  n'ont  pas  i\6  film^es. 

r/l    Additional  comments /  There  are    some   creases   in   the  middle   of   the   pages. 

[VJ   Commentaires  suppl^mentaires:  ^^  ^  ^  ^^^  p^.^  ^^^^  ^^  ^.^.^^  ^^^  p^^^^^ 


Quality  in^gale  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  material  / 
Comprend  du  materiel  suppl^mentaire 

Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata  slips, 
tissues,  etc.,  have  been  refiimed  to  ensure  the  best 
possible  image  /  Les  pages  totalement  ou 
partiellement  obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  d'errata,  ure 
pelure,  etc.,  ont  i\6  film#es  k  nouveau  de  fafon  k 
obtenir  la  meilleure  image  possible. 

Opposing  pages  with  varying  colouration  or 
discolourations  are  filmed  twice  to  ensure  the  best 
possible  image  /  Les  pages  s'opposant  ayant  des 
colorations  variables  ou  des  decolorations  sont 
filmees  deux  fois  alin  d'obtenir  la  meilleure  image 
possible. 


This  item  is  filmed  »t  the  reduction  ratio  cheeked  below  / 

Ce  document  c*t  lilm*  eu  taux  de  riduelion  indiqu*  c!-dei»ouf . 


10x 


14x 


iex 
fTTT 


22x 


26x 


30x 


12x 


16x 


20x 


24  X 


28x 


32x 


w'  <fsatim  yrc 


■/"•T«W' 


The  copy  filmed  h«r«  has  b««n  raproducvd  thanks 
to  tha  ganarosity  of: 

Robertson  Davies  Library 
Massey  College,  Torcnto 

Tha  imagas  appaaring  hara  ara  tha  bast  quality 
possibia  considaring  tha  condition  and  lagibility 
of  tha  original  copy  and  in  Itaaping  with  tha 
filming  contract  spacifications. 


Original  copias  in  printad  papar  covars  ara  filmad 
beginning  with  tha  front  covar  and  anding  on 
tha  last  paga  with  a  printad  or  iilustratad  impraa- 
sion,  or  tha  back  covar  whan  appropriate.  All 
othar  original  copias  ara  filmad  beginning  on  the 
first  pege  with  a  printed  or  iilustratad  impree- 
sion,  and  anding  on  the  last  page  with  a  printed 
or  illustrated  impression. 


L'exemplaira  filmi  fut  reproduit  grica  A  la 
ginirositi  da: 

Robertson  Davies  Library 
Massey  College,  Toronto 

Las  images  suivantas  ont  M  reproduitas  avac  ie 
plus  grand  soin,  compta  tanu  da  la  condition  at 
da  la  nattetA  da  raxemplaira  film*,  at  an 
conformity  avac  lea  conditions  du  contrat  da 
fllmage. 

Lea  axemplaires  origineux  dont  la  couvartura  an 
papier  est  imprimie  sont  film*s  en  commancant 
par  la  premier  plat  at  en  terminant  soit  par  la 
darniire  paga  qui  comporte  u.-ie  emp^'ainte 
d'imprassion  ou  d'illustration,  soit  par  la  second 
plet,  selon  Ie  cas.  Tous  las  autres  axemplaires 
origineux  sont  filmis  mn  commen^ant  par  la 
premiere  page  qui  comporte  une  emprainta 
d'imprassion  ou  d'illustration  at  en  terminant  par 
la  darnitre  paga  qui  comporte  une  telle 
empreinte. 


The  laat  recorded  frame  on  each  microfiche 
shell  contain  tha  symbol  •-•^'  (meaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  the  symbol  V  (meaning  "END  "). 
whichever  applies. 


Un  des  symboles  suivants  apparaitra  sur  la 
derniire  image  de  cheque  microfiche,  salon  la 
cas:  la  symbols  ^^'  signifie  "A  SUIVRE".  Ie 
symbols  V  signifie  "FIN". 


Maps,  plates,  charts,  etc.,  may  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  exposure  »rm  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  as  mar.y  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diegrams  illustrate  the 
method: 


Lea  cartas,  planches,  tableaux,  etc..  peuvent  itre 
filmis  A  des  taux  de  reduction  diffirents. 
Lorsqua  Ie  document  est  trop  grand  pour  etra 
reproduit  en  un  seul  clichi,  il  est  film*  A  partir 
de  Tangle  supirieur  gauche,  de  gauche  A  droita, 
at  de  haut  en  bas,  en  prenant  la  nombra 
d'imagas  nicesssire.  Les  disgrammas  suivants 
illustrent  la  mAthoda. 


1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

'Tf-UMI^^^^^' 


"f«S5^e<^^'l^^ 


MICROCOTY   RESOIUTION  TEST  CHART 

(ANSI  and  ISO  TEST  CHART  No.  2) 


1.0 


I.I 


1.25 


14^ 

156 


2.8 
3.2 

1 4.0 


1.4 


1 2.5 
2.2 

2.0 
1.8 


A  /APPLIED  IPsA/^GE 

^^  1653  East   Main  Street 

r'.f  Rochester,  New  York        14609       u: 

'■^  (716)   482-0300 -Phone 

^=  (716)  288  -  5989  -  Fax 


. 


v^i^.'^/r-f^'ojk  •■  ;■ 


■I 


The  "A.L." 

Bright  Story  Readers,  No.  45, 
Edited  by  Alfonzo  Gardiner. 


} 


, 


GULLIVhx<'S  TRAVELS. 


"  Tlioy  leaped  out  of  W'a'w  ships  and  Rwnm  to  sTiore.' 


I 

\ 


i 


B.S.R.  No.  45 


"^S&'f^>, 


CONTENTS. 


Cair, 

I.       GtJLI.IVER     IS     SniPWRKCKKU     aM)      LaNDS     ON     AN      UnKNOWN 

Shore 
II.     He  is  made  a  Prisonkr 

III.  He  is  Carrikd  irp  the  Country 

IV.  Gulliver  Reaches  the  Kin(;'s  Capitai 

V.     The  Emperor  and  his  Court 

VI.     Gulliver  is  Taught  the  Lanouaoe  and  Gains  Favour... 

VII.     A  List  is  made  of  all  that  is  Found  upon  him 

VIII.     He    sees    some    Cuiuous    Things    and    Entertains    the 
Emperor 

IX.  He  is  Set  Free  on  Certain  Conditions 

X.  The  Capital  City  of  Lilliput 

XI.  A  High  Title  of  Honour  is  Confkrred  on  Gulliver  ... 

Yll.  The  People  of  Lilliput— Their  Laws  and  Customs 

XIII.  He  is  in  Danger  of  Losing  his  Eyesight 

XIV.  By  a  Lucky  Accident  he  Escapes 

XV.  He  Arrives  at  Home 

XVL     Gulliver    Lands    in    Brobdingnag    and    Mekts    some  of 
the  Inhabitants 

XVII.     He  goes  to  Live  at  Court  .. 

XVin.     He  Regains  his  Freedom  and  Returns  Home 

Notes  and  Meaning.s... 


Paob 

5 
7 

10 
14 
16 
19 
23 

28 
32 
38 
43 
48 
65 
68 
67 

69 
79 
86 
93 


note. 

For  the  meanings  of  word.s  which  arc  not  fonn<l  in  the  Notes  at  tho  end  of  thp  hoolr  thi.  nnnii 


■'.^i/a*jV:-''*. 


.irS!l2*i'r^'  "L* 


GULLIVER'S   TRAVELS   TO   LILLIPUT. 

CHAPTEIl   I. 

GULLIVER    18    8IIIPWHECKKD    AND    LANDS    ON    AN 
UNKNOWN    SHORE. 

]\£Y    father   had  a  small  estate  in  Nottinghamshire ;    I 

was  the  third  of  five  sons.  He  sent  me  to  Emmanuel 
College/  in  Cambridge,  at  fourteen  years  old,  where  I 
resided  three  years,  and  worked  very  hard  at  my  studies. 

But  the  cost  of  keei)ing  me  there  heing  to  great 
for  a  small  fortune.  I  was  bound  apprentice  to  Mr.  Ji'ines 
Bates,  a  noted  surgeon  in  London,  with  whom  1  !"ved 
four  years.  My  father  now  and  then  sendi-^  me  s  •.;1I 
sums  of  money,  I  laid  them  ov^  in  learning  iiavigation,^ 
and  other  things  useful  to  those  who  intend  to  travel, 
as  I  always  believed  it  would  be,  some  time  or  otlier, 
my  fortune  to  do. 

When  I  left  Mr.  Bates,  I  went  down  to  my  father; 
where,  by  the  assistance  of  him  and  my  uncle  John,  and 
some  other  relations,  I  got  forty  pounds,  and  a  promise 
of  thirty  poun  Is  a  year  to  maintain  me  at  Leycljn.*' 
There  I  studied  physic*  two  years  and  seven  months, 
knowing  it  would  be  useful  to  nie  in  long  voyages. 

Soon  after  my  return  from  Leyden,  I  was  recommended 
by  my  good  master,  Mr.  Bates,  to  be  surgeon  on  board 
the  Swallow,  Captain  Abraham  Pannell,  commander ;  with 
whom  I  continued  three  years  and  a  half,  making  a 
voyage  or  two  in  the  Levant,*^  and  some  other  part. 

*  Pronounce  li-ii'n—l  h  in  "  pine." 
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Wlion  I  came  back,  I  resolved  to  settle  in  London, 
and  Mr.  Rates  recommended  me  to  several  patients. 
But  my  good  master  dying  in  two  years  after,  and  I 
having  few  friends,  my  business  began  to  fail.  Having, 
therefore,  consulted  with  my  wife  and  some  of  my  friends, 
I  made  up  my  mind  to  go  again  to  sea.  I  was  surf'eon 
in  two  ships,  one  after  the  other,  and  made  several 
voyages,  during  six  years,  to  the  East  and  West  Indies, 
by  which  I  got  some  addition  to  my  fortune. 

I  then  accepted  a  very  favourable  offer  from  Captain 
William  Pritchard,  master  of  the  Antelope,  who  was 
making  a  voyage  to  the  South  Sea.*  We  set  sail  from 
Bristol,  May  4,  1699,  and  our  voyage  at  first  was  very 
prosperous.  In  our  passage  to  the  East  Indies,  however, 
we  were  driven  by  a  violent  storm  to  the  north-west  of 
Van  Diemen's  Land."  Twelve  of  our  crew  died  from  very 
great  labour  and  ill  food,  and  the  rest  were  in  a  very 
weak  condition. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  which  was  the  bednnin'^ 
of  the  summer  in  those  parts,  the  weather  being  very 
hazy,  the  seamen  spied  a  rock  within  half  a  cable's 
length"^  from  the  ship ;  but  the  wind  was  so  strong  that 
we  were  driven  directly  upon  it,  and  immediately  split. 
Six  of  the  crew,  of  whom  I  was  one,  having  let  down 
the  boat  into  the  sea,  we  managed  to  get  clear  of  the 
ship  and  the  rock,  but  in  about  half  an  hour  the  boat 
was     i)set  by  a  sudden  wind  from  the  north. 

What  became  of  my  companions  in  the  boat  (as 
well  as  those  who  escaped  on  the  rock,  or  were  left  in 
the  vessel),  I  cannot  tell,  but  conclude  they  were  all  lost. 
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For  my  part  I  swam  as  fortune  (iiroctod  mo,  and  was 
pushed  forward  by  wind  and  tide.  I  oftf^i  let  mv  legs 
drop,  but  could  feel  no  bottom,  but  when  I  was  almost 
gone,'  and  able  to  stniggle  no  longer,  I  found  myself 
within  my  depth.  By  this  tim(>  the  storm  was  much 
abated,  and  I  was  able  to  reach  the  shore 

I  went  forward  nearly  half  a  mih*,  but  could  not 
discover  any  signs  of  houses  or  nihabitants,  so,  as  I  was 
extremely  tired,  and  the  heat  of  the  weather  was  so  great, 
I  lay  down  on  the  grass,  which  was  .ery  short  and  soft, 
and  I  slept  sounder  than  ever  I  niuieniber  to  have  done 
in  my  life.     When  I  awakened  it  was  iust  davli'dit. 

CHAPTER  II. 

HE    IS    MADE    A    PRISONER. 

I  tried  to  rise,  but  was  quite  unable  to  stir;  for, 
as  I  happened  to  lie  on  my  back,  I  found  my  arms  anil 
legs  were  strongly  fastened  on  each  side  to  the  ground  ; 
and  my  hair,  which  was  long  and  thick,  tied  down  in 
the  same  manner.  I  likewise  felt  several  slender  cords 
across  my  body,  from  my  arm-pits  to  my  thighs.  I 
could  only  look  upwards;  the  sun  began  to  grow  hot, 
and  the  light  hurt  my  eyes.  I  heard  a  contused  noise 
about  me,  but  in  the  posture  I  lay,  could  see  nothing 
except  the  sky. 

In  a  little  time,  I  felt  something  alive  moving  on 
my  left  leg.  Advancing  gently  forward  over  my  breast, 
it  came  almost  up  to  my  chin  ;  when,  bending  my  eyes 
downward  as  much  as  I  could,  I  saw  it  was  a  human 
creature   not   six    inches    high,  with    bow    and    arrow    in 
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his  hands,  and  a  quiver^  at  his  back.  In  the  mean- 
time I  felt  at  least  forty  more  of  the  same  kind  (as  I 
thought),  following  the  first.  I  was  in  the  utmost 
astonishment,  and  roared  so  loud  that  they  all  ran  back 
in  fright,  and  some  of  them,  as  I  was  afterwards  told, 
were  hurt  by  the  falls  they  got  by  leaping  from  my 
sides  upon  the  ground.  However,  they  soon  returned, 
and  one  of  them  ventured  so  far  as  to  get  a  full  sight 
of  my  face,  and  cried  out  in  a  shrill  but  distinct  voice, 
He-ki'-nah  de'-gul!^  The  others  repeated  the  same  words 
several  times,  but  I  knew  not  then  what  they  meant. 

I  lay  all  this  while,  as  the  reader  may  believe,  in 
great  uneasiness.  At  length,  struggling  to  get  loose,  I 
had  the  fortune  to  break  the  string,  and  wrench  out 
the  pegs  that  fastened  my  left  arm  to  the  ground,  for, 
by  lifting  it  up  to  my  face,  I  discovered  the  methods 
they  had  taken  to  bind  me.  At  the  same  time,  with  a 
violent  pull  which  gave  me  very  great  pain,  I  loosened  the 
strings  a  little  that  tied  down  my  hair  on  the  left  side,  so 
that  I  was  just  able  to  turn  my  head  about  two  inches. 

But  the  creatures  ran  off  a  second  time,  before  I 
could  seize  them ;  whereupon  there  was  a  great  shout 
in  a  very  shrill  accent,"  and  after  it  had  ceased  I  heard 
some  of  them  cry  aloud  Toi-go  fiho'-ridc.  Then,  in  an 
instant,  I  felt  about  a  hundred  arrows  discharged  at  me, 
which  pricked  my  hands  and  face  like  needles. 

Wlien  this  shower  of  arrows  was  over,  I  began  groan- 
ing witli  grief  and  pain.  Then,  seeing  me  striving  again 
to  get  loose,  they  discharged  another  volley*  larger  than 
the   first,  and    some   of   them   attempted  with   spears   to 
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stick  me  in  the  sides ;  but  by  good  luck  I  had  on  a 
buff  jerkin,^  which  they  could  not  pierce.  I  thought  it 
the  wisest  plan  to  lie  still,  and  made  up  my  mind 
to  continue  so  till  night,  when,  my  left  hand  being 
already  loose,  I  could  easily  free  myself. 


"From  this  platform  one  of  them  .  .  .  mmle  ii  lonjj  speech."     {I'lgtlO. 

But  fortune  disposed  otherwise  of  me.  When  the 
people  saw  that  I  was  quiet,  they  discharged  no  more 
arrows;  but  by  the  noise  I  heard,  I  knew  their  numbers 
increased.      About  four  yards  from  me,  over  against  my 
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left  ear,  I  heard  a  knocking  for  above  an  hour,  like 
that  of  people  at  work.  Turning  my  head  that  way,  as 
well  as  the  pegs  and  strings  would  permit  me,  I  saw  a 
stage  erected,  about  a  foot  and  a  half  from  the  ground, 
capable  of  holding  four  of  the  inhabitants,  with  steps  to 
mount  it.  From  this  platform  one  of  them,  who  seemed 
to  be  a  person  of  importance,  made  a  long  speech,  whereof 
I  understood  not  a  syllable. 

CHAPTER  III. 

HE    IS    CARRIED    UP   THE    COUNTRY. 

I  should  have  mentioned  that,  before  the  principal 
person  began  his  speech,  he  cried  out  three  times, 
L'in'-gro  dc'-hul  sun  (these  words  and  the  former  were 
afterwards  repeated  and  explained  to  me).  Immediately, 
about  fifty  of  the  inhabitants  came  and  cut  the  string 
that  fastened  the  right  side  of  my  head,  which  gave  me 
the  liberty  of  turning  it  to  the  left  and  of  observing 
the  person  and  gesture*^  of  him  that  was  to  speak.  He 
appeared  to  be  of  middle  age,  and  taller  than  any  of 
the  other  three  who  attended  him.  A  page,  who  seemed 
to  be  somewhat  longer  than  my  middle  finger,  held 
up  his  train  f  the  others  stood  one  on  each  side  to 
support  him.  He  acted  every  part  of  an  orator,^  and  I 
thought  tliat  at  times  he  threatened  me,  and  at  other 
times  made  promises  of  pity  and  kindness. 

I  answered  in  a  few  words,  but  in  the  most  sub- 
missive manner,  lifting  up  my  left  hand  and  both  my 
eyes  to  the  sun,  as  if  calling  him  for  a  witness.     Bein^ 

o 
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almost  famished  with  hunger,  I  showed,  hy  puttinj^  my 
finger  frecjuently  to  my  mouth,  thut  I  wanted  food. 

The  hill' -go  (for  so  they  called  a  great  lord,  as  I 
afterwards  learned),  understood  me  very  well.  He  ean><> 
down  from  the  stage  and  commanded  that  several  lad- 
ders should  he  placed  to  my  sides,  on  which  ahovi;  a 
hundred  of  the  inhabitants  mounted.  The}  walked 
towards  my  mouth,  laden  with  baskets  full  of  meat, 
which  had  been  provided  and  sent  hither  hy  the  king's 
orders,  upon  the  first  news  he  receive  d  of  me.  I  observed 
there  was  the  flesh  of  several  animals,  but  could  not 
tell  what  they  were  by  the  taste. 

There  were  shoulders,  legs,  and  loins  shaped  like 
those  of  mutton,  and  very  well  dressed,^  but  smnller  than 
the  wings  of  a  lark.  I  ate  them  by  two  or  three  at  a 
mouthful,  and  took  three  loaves  at  a  time,  about  the 
bigness  of  musket  bullets.  They  supplied  me  as  fast 
as  they  could,  showing  great  wonder  and  astonishment 
at  my  bulk  and  appetite. 

I  then  made  another  sign  that  I  wanted  drink. 
They  had  found  by  my  eating  that  a  small  quantity 
would  not  suffice  me  ;  and  being  a  most  ingenious  p(M)pie, 
they  slung  up,  with  great  skill,  one  of  their  largest  hogs- 
heads, then  rolled  it  towards  my  hand,  and  beat  out  i\w, 
top.  I  drank  it  off  at  a  draught,  which  I  miglit  well  do, 
for  it  did  not  hold  half  a  pint,  and  tasted  lilie  a  poor 
wine  of  Burgundy,''  but  much  more  delicious.  Th(\y 
brought  me  a  second  hogshead,  which  I  drank  in  the 
same  manner,  and  made  signs  for  mure  ;  but  they  had 
none  to  give  me. 
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When  I  had  performed  these  wonders  they  shouted 
for  joy,  and  danced  upon  my  hreast.  I  confess  I  was 
often  tem[)tod,  while  they  were  passing  backwards  and 
forwards  on  my  body,  to  seize  forty  or  fifty  of  the  first 
that  came  in  my  reach,  and  dash  them  against  the 
ground.  Dnt  the  remembrance  of  what  I  had  felt,  which 
probably  might  not  be  the  worst  they  could  do,  soon 
drove  out  these  thoughts. 

After  some  time,  when  they  saw  that  I  made  no 
more  demands  for  meat,  there  appeared  before  me  a 
person  of  high  rank,  from  his  imperial  majesty.  His 
excellency,  having  mounted  on  the  lower  part  of  my 
right  leg,  advanced  forwards  up  to  my  face,  with  about 
a  dozen  of  his  retinue.^  He  spoke  to  me  for  about  ten 
minutes  witiiout  any  signs  of  anger,  but  with  a  kind  of 
determined  resolution.  He  often  pointed  forwards,  whish, 
as  I  afterwards  found,  was  towards  the  capital  city,  about 
half  a  mile  distant,  whither  it  was  agreed  by  his  majesty 
that  I  must  be  conveyed. 

I  answered  in  few  words  but  to  no  purpose,  and 
made  a  sign  with  my  hand  that  was  loose,  putting 
it  to  the  oti.er  (but  over  his  excellency's  head  for  fear 
of  hurting  him  or  his  train"'^),  and  then  to  my  own  head 
and  body,  to  signify  that  I  desired  my  liberty. 

It  appeared  that  he  und*  <^ood  me  well  enough,  for  he 
shook  his  head  and  held  his  h..  ds  in  a  posture  to  show 
that  I  must  be  carried  as  a  prisoner.  How(»ver,  he  made 
other  signs,  to  let  me  understand  that  I  should  have  meat 
and  drink  enough,  and  very  good  treatment,  whereupon 
I  once  more  thought  of  attempting  to  break  my  bonds. 
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But  again,  wb'^n  I  felt  the  smart  of  tiieir  lurowa 
upon  my  face  and  hands,  which  were  all  in  blisters,  and 
many  of  the  darts  still  stickiiig  in  them,  and  observing 
also  that  the  number  of  my  enemies  increased,  I  made 
signs  to  let  them  know  that  thjw  might  do  with  me 
what  they  pleased.  Upon  this,  th  hunjo  and  his  train 
withdrew,  with  much  civility  and  cheerful  countenances. 

Soon  after  I  heard  a  general  shout,  and  I  felt  great 
numbers  of  people  on  my  left  side  slackening  the  cords, 
to  such  a  degree,  that  I  was  able  to  turn  upon  my  right 
side.  But,  before  this,  they  had  daubed  my  face  and 
both  my  hands  with  a  sort  of  oii  tment,  very  pleasant  to 
the  smell,  which,  in  a  few  minutes,  removed  all  the 
smart  of  their  arrows. 

These  things,  added  to  the  refreshment  I  had  received 
by  their  victuals  and  drink,  which  were  very  nourishing, 
made  me  feel  sleepy,  and  I  slept  about  eight  hours,  as  T 
was  afterwards  told. 

It  seems,  that  upon  the  first  moment  I  was  dis- 
covered sleeping  on  the  ground,  after  my  landing,  the 
emperor  had  early  notice  of  it  by  an  exjjress,^  and  deter- 
mined in  council,  that  I  should  be  ti(Hl  in  the  manner 
I  have  related  (which  was  done  in  the  night  while  I 
slept),  that  plenty  of  meat  and  drink  should  bo  sent  me, 
and  a  machine"^  prepared  to  carry  me  to  the  capital  city. 

This  resolution,  perhaps,  may  appear  very  bold  and 
dangerous,  and  I  am  certain  would  not  be  imitated  by 
any  prince  in  Europe  on  the  hke  occasion.  However, 
in  my  opinion,  it  was  extremely  prudent  as  well  as 
generous. 
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OULLIVKR    RKACHES    THE    KING'h    CAPITAL. 

These  people  are  most  excellent  scholars,  and  have 
arrived  at  a  great  perfection  in  making  machines,  and 
the  emperor,  who  is  a  great  patron*^  of  learning,  hoth 
assists  and  encourages  them  in  this  matter.  This  prince 
has  several  machines,  fixed  on  wheels,  for  the  carriage 
of  trees  and  other  great  weights.  He  often  builds  his 
largest  men-of-war  (whereof  some  are  nine  feet  long)  in 
the  woods  where  the  timber  grows,  and  has  them  carried 
on  these  machines  three  or  four  hundred  yards  to  the  sea. 

Five  hundred  carpenters  and  engineers^  were  immedi- 
ately set  at  work  to  prepare  the  greatest  machine  they 
hud.  It  was  a  frame  of  wood,  seven  feet  long  and  four 
wide,  raised  three  inches  from  the  ground,  and  moving 
upon  twenty-two  wheels.  The  shout  I  heard  was  upon 
the  arrival  of  this  carriage,  which,  it  seems,  set  out  in 
four  hours  after  my  lauding.  It  was  brought  opposite 
to  me  as  I  lay. 

But  the  chief  difficulty  was  to  raise  and  place  me 
in  this  vehicle.  Eighty  poles,  each  one  foot  high,  were 
erected  for  this  purpose,  and  very  strong  cords,  of  the 
thickness  of  packthread,^  ,vere  fastened  by  hooks  to  many 
bandages,  which  the  workmen  had  girt*  round  my  neck, 
my  hands,  my  body,  and  my  legs.  Nine  hundred  of 
the  strongest  men  were  employed  to  draw  up  these  cords, 
by  many  pulleys  fastened  on  the  poles ;  and  thus,  in  less 
than  three  hours  1  was  raised  and  slung  into  the  vehicle, 
and  there  tied  fast. 


♦  rruUouuc>:  iia   iion—a  an  iu  'iiai,    uot  paV-ron, 
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All  this  I  wa8  told  afterwards ;  for,  while  tlip 
operation  was  performing,  I  lay  in  a  deep  sloop,  caiisod 
by  the  wine  which  I  had  drunk,  b'iftocn  hundi-fd  of 
the  emperor's  largest  horses,  each  al)out  four  iiich.'S 
and  a  half  high,  were  employed  to  dnig  me  towards 
the  capital,  which,  as   I  said,  was   half   a   mile   distant. 

We  made  a  long  march  the  remaining  part  of  the 
day,  and  rested  at  night,  with  five  hundred  guards  on 
each  side  of  me,  half  with  torches,  and  hrJf  with  bows 
and  arrows,  ready  to  shoot  me  if  I  should  offor  to  stir. 
The  next  morning,  at  sunrise,  we  continued  our  march, 
and  arrived  about  noon,  wii-hin  two  liundr(>d  yards  of  the 
city  gates.  The  emperor,  and  all  his  court,  came  out  to 
meet  us ;  but  his  great  officers  would  by  no  means  let  his 
majesty  run  any  danger  by  mounting  on  my  body. 

At  the  place  where  the  carriage  stopped  there  stood 
an  ancient  temple,  the  largest  in  the  whole  kingdom, 
which  was  empty,  for  it  was  no  longer  used.  In 
this  building  it  was  determined  I  should  lodge.  The 
great  gate,  fronting  to  the  north,  was  about  four  feet 
high,  and  almost  two  feet  wide ;  through  this  I  could 
easily  creep. 

On  each  side  of  the  gate  was  a  small  window,  not 
above  six  inches  from  the  ground  ;  into  that  on  the  left 
side  the  king's  smith  carried  four  score  and  eleven 
chains,  like  those  that  hang  to  a  lady's  watch  in  Europe, 
and  almost  as  large,  which  were  locked  to  my  left  leg 
with  six-and-thirty  padlocks. 

Opposite  this  temple,  on  the  other  side  of  the  great 
highway,  at  twenty  feet  distance,  there  was  a  turret   at 


16 


GULLIVEU'S    TRAVELS    TO    LILLII'UT. 


least  five  feet  high.  Here  the  emperor  ascended,  with 
the  chief  lords  of  his  court,  to  have  an  opj)<)rtiinity  of 
viewnig  me,  I  was  told,  for  I  could  not  see  them.  It 
was  reckon<'d  that  above  a  liimdred  thousand  inhabitants 
came  out  of  the  town  upon  the  same  errand  ;  and,  in 
spite  of  r.  guards,  1  believe  there  could  not  be  fewer 
than  ten  .;..asand,  at  separate  times,  who  mounted  my 
body,  by  the  help  of  ladders.  J^ut  a  proclamation'  was 
soon  issued,  to  forbid  it,  upon  pain  of  death. 


CHAPTER   V. 

THE    EMPKROU    AND    HIS    COURT. 

When  the  workmen  found  it  was  impossible  for  me 
to  break  loost^  they  cut  all  the  strings  tliat  bound  me ; 
whereupon  I  rose  up,  with  as  sad  a  feeling  as  ever  I 
had  in  my  life.  But  the  noise  and  astonishment  of  the 
people,  at  seeing  me  rise  and  walk,  are  not  to  be  ex- 
pressed .^  The  chains  that  held  my  left  leg  were  about 
two  yards  long,  and  gave  me  not  only  the  liberty  of 
walking  backwards  and  forwards  in  a  semicircle,  but, 
being  tixed  witiii.i  lonr  inches  of  the  gate,  allowed  me 
to  creep  in,  and  lie  at  my  full  length  in  the  temple. 

When  I  found  myself  on  my  feet,  I  looked  about 
mo,  and  must  confess  1  never  beheld  a  more  pleasing 
sight.  The  country  around  appeared  like  a  continued 
garden,  and  the  enclosed  fields,  which  were  generally 
forty  feet  square,  looked  like  so  many  beds  of  flowers. 
These  fields  were  interjningled  with  woods,  and  the 
tallest  trees,  as  I  could  judge,  appeared  to  be  seven  feet 
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high.     1  viewed  the  town  on  my  loft  hand,  which  lookt'd 
like  the  painted  scene  of  a  city  in  a  theatre. 

I  liad  be<^n  for  some  hours  extremely  tired,  however, 
so  I  crept  into  my  house  and  shut  tlm  door  after  me. 
But  it  was  of  no  use  to  try  to  get  rid  of  so  much  com- 
pany. I  had  to  come  cut  again,  and  to  get  a  little 
change  by  stei)i)ing  backwards  and  forwards  as  far  as 
my  chains  allowed. 

The  em[)eror  descended  from  the  tower,  and  :idvanc(;d 
on  horseback  towards  me,  which  was  like  to  have  cost 
him  dear,  for  the  beast,  though  very  well  trained,  was 
wholly  unused  to  such  a  sight,  which  appeared  as  if  a 
mountain  moved  before  him,  and  reared  up  on  his  hind 
feet.  But  that  prince,  who  is  an  excellent  horseman,  k(»i)t 
his  seat,  till  his  attendants  ran  in,  and  h(>ld  the  hv'uWo, 
while  his  majesty  had  time  to  dismount. 

When  he  alighted,  he  looked  at  me  all  round  with 
great  adniiration,  but  kept  beyond  the  length  of  my 
chain.  He  ordered  his  cooks  and  butlers,  wlio  were 
already  prepared,  to  give  me  victuals  and  drink,  wliich 
they  pushed  forward  in  a  sort  of  little  cart  upon  wIkh'Is, 
till  I  could  reach  them.  I  took  these  vehicles  and  soon 
emptied  them  all.  Twenty  of  them  were  filled  with 
meat,  and  teji  with  liquor ;  each  of  i\w  former  afforded 
me  two  or  three  good  niouthfuls;  and  I  emptied  the 
liquor,  which  was  contained  in  ^en  earthen  bottles,  into 
one  larger  vessel,  and  drank  it  off  at  a  draught. 

The  empress  and  young  royal  princes  and  princesses, 
attended  by  many  ladies,  sat  at  some  distance  in  their 
Sedan  chairs;^    but  when   the  accident   happened  to  the 
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emperor's  horse,  they  alighted,  and  camo  near  his  person, 
which  I  am  now  going  to  describe. 

He  is  taUer,  by  ahnbst  th*;  breadth  of  my  nail,  than 
any  of  his  court ;  which  alone  is  enough  to  strike  an 
awe  into  the  Ix'iiolders.  His  features  are  strong  and 
masculine,  with  an  Austrian  lip,'  and  an  arched  nose ; 
■lis  complexion  olive,  his  ap));'arance  erect,  his  body  and 
limbs  well  proi)ortion(Ml,  :ill  his  movements  graceful,  yet 
majestic.  He  was  then  }»ast  his  prime,"  and  had  reigned 
about  seven  years  in  great  ha})i)iness. 

His  dress  was  very  phiin  and  simple,  and  the  fashion 
of  it  betweini  the  Asiatic  and  the  European  ;  but  he  had 
on  his  head  a  liglit  helmet  of  gold,  adorned  with  j(Hvels, 
and  a  plume"  on  the  crest. 

He  held  his  sword  drawn  in  his  hand  to  defend 
himself,  if  I  should  happen  to  break  loose ;  it  was  almost 
three  inches  long ;  the  hili  and  scabbard  were  gold 
enriched  with  diamonds.  His  voice  was  shrill,  but  very 
clear,  and  I  could  hear  it  distinctly  when  I  stood  up. 

The  ladies  and  courtiers  were  all  most  magnificently 
clad ;  so  that  the  spot  they  stood  upon  seemed  to  resemble 
a  petticoat  spread  on  the  ground,  embroidered  with  figures 
of  gold  and  silver.  His  imperial  majesty  spoke  often  to 
me,  and  I  returned  answers ;  but  neither  of  us  could 
understand  a  word.  There  wej'e  several  of  liis  priests 
and  lawyers  present  (as  I  guessed  by  their  dress),  who 
were  commanded  to  speak  to  me.  I  replied  to  them  in 
as  many  languages  as  I  had  the  least  smattering  of,* 
which  were  High^'iml  Low  Dutch,^  Latin,  Krerich,  Spanish, 
Italian,  and  Lingua  Franca ;''   but  all  to  no  purpose. 
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CHAPTKU   VI. 

OULTJVER    IS    TAroHT    THE    LAN(;rA(}E    AND    GAINS    FAVOUR. 

Aftor  about  two  hours  tho  court  rutired,  iiud  1  was 
left  with  a  stroii;,'  guard,  to  provotit  the  rudeness,  and 
probal)Iy  the  spite  of  the  rahl)le,'  who  were  very  im[)atient 
to  crowd  about  nie,  as  n(>ar  as  they  durst.  Some  of 
them  had  the  impudence  to  shoot  their  arrows  at  nie, 
as  I  sat  on  the  ground  by  thr-  door  of  iny  house, 
whereof  one  very  nuirowly  missed  my  h'ft  eye.  But  i\w, 
colonel*"  ordered  six  of  the  ringleaders  to  be  s«'ized,  and 
thought  no  punishuK'nt  so  proper  as  to  deliver  .hem 
bound  into  my  hands.  Tiiis,  some  of  his  soldiers  accord- 
ingly did,  i)usliing  them  forwards  with  the  butt-euds  of 
their  pikes'*  into  my  reach. 

I  took  tliem  all  into  my  right  hand,  pa.  live  of 
them  into  my  coat-pocket,  and  as  to  the  sixth,  I  pre- 
tended as  if  I  would  eat  him  alive.  The  poor  man 
squalled  terribly,  an<i  the  colonel  and  his  otlicers  were  in 
much  pain,  especially  when  they  saw  me  take  out  my 
penknife.  But  I  soon  put  them  out  of  fear;  for,  looking 
mildly,  and  immediately  cutting  the  strings  he  was  bound 
with,  I  set  him  gently  on  the  ground,  and  away  ho  ran. 

I  treated  the;  rest  in  the  same  manner,  taking  them, 
one  by  one,  out  of  my  pocket;  and  1  saw  both  the 
soldiers  and  peo])le  were  highly  delighted  at  this  mark 
of  my  mercy,  which  was  tolil,  very  much  to  my  advan- 
tage, at  court. 

Towards  night  I  got,  with  some  ditliculty,  into  my 
house,  where  I  lay  on  the  ground,  and  continued  to  do 

*  Pronounce  Jkur'-Ml—ir  u«  ia  "lier."  ' 
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so  for  about  a  fortnight;  during  which  time  the  emperor 
gave  orders  to  have  a  bed  prepared  for  me.  Six  liundrod 
beds,  of  the  common  size,  were  brought  in  carriages, 
and  placed  in  my  house;  a  hundred  and  lilty  of  these 
beds,  sewn  together,  made  up  tlie  breadth  and  h'Ugth. 
These  were  four  double,  which,  however,  scarcely  kept 
me  from  the  hardness  of  the  iloor,  that  was  of  smooth 
stone.  By  the  same  calculation  they  provided  me  with 
sheets,  blankets,  and  coverlets,  tolerable  enough'  for  one 
who  had  been  so  long  used  to  hardships. 

As  the  news  of  my  arrival  spreatl  through  the  king- 
dom, it  brought  large  numbers  of  rich,  idle,  and  curious 
people  to  see  me;  so  that  the  villages  were  almost 
emptied.  Great  neglect  of  tillage'^  and  household  affairs 
must  have  ensued,  if  his  imperial  majesty  had  not  pro- 
vided, by  several  proclamations  and  orders  of  state, 
a^'ainst  this  inconvenience,  lie  directed  that  those  who 
had  already  seen  me  should  return  home,  aim  not  come 
within  tifty  yards  of  my  house  without  leave. 

In  the  meantime,  the  emperor  held  frequent  councils, 
to  debate  what  course  should  be  taken  with  me;  and  I 
was  afterwards  assured  by  a  particular  friend,  a  person 
of  great  quality^  who  was  as  much  in  the  secret  as  any, 
that  the  court  was  under  many  dillicuUies  concerning  me. 

Thuy  feared  my  breaking  loose;  that  my  food  would 
be  very  expensive,  and  might  cause  a  famine.  Some- 
times they  determined  to  starve  me,  or  at  least  to 
shoot  me  in  the  face  and  hands  with  \  .soned  arrows, 
which  would  soon  kill  me;  but,  again,  they  considered 
that   the    stench   of  so  large  a  carcase  might  produce  a 
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plague,  which  would  probably  spread  through  the  whole 
kingdom. 

In  the  midst  of  these  consultations,  several  of  the 
officers  of  the  armv  went  to  the  door  of  the  great 
council-chaml)er,  and  two  of  them  being  admitted,  gave 
an  account  of  my  l)eha';iour  to  the  six  criminals  al)Ove- 
mentioned.  This  made  so  favourable  an  imi)n\ssion  on 
his  majesty  and  the  whole  board  in  my  behalf,  that  an 
imperial  commission  was  issued,^  obliging  all  tlic  villai;«>s 
nine  hundred  yards  round  the  city,  to  didiv(>r  in,  every 
morning,  six  beeves,^  forty  sheei),  and  other  victuals  for 
my  support,  together  with  a  suitable  quantity  of  bread, 
and  wine,  and  other  liquors.  His  majesty  gave  orders 
for  the  due  payment  of  these ;  for  tliis  ])rince  lived 
chiefly  upon  his  own  property,  seldom,  except  u^xm  great 
occasions,  raising  any  taxes  upon  his  subjects,  wiio  were 
bound  to  attend  him  in  his  wars  at  their  own    expense. 

Six  huiulred  persons  were  appointed  to  be  my 
servants.  They  were  allowed  board-wages,^  and  tents  were 
built  for  them,  very  conveniently  on  each  side  of  my  door. 

It  was  likewise  ordered  that  three  hundred  tailors 
should  nmke  me  a  suit  of  clothes  after  the  fashion  of 
the  country  ;  that  six  of  his  majesty's  greatest  scholars 
should  be  employed  to  instruct  me  in  their  language ; 
and  lastly,  that  the  emperor's  hors(^s,  and  those;  of  tlie 
nobility  and  troo[)s  of  guards,  should  Ix;  fre<pientiy 
exercised  in  my  sight,  to  accustom  them  to  me. 

All  these  orders  were  carried  out,  and  in  about 
three  weeks  I  made  a  great  progress  in  learning  their 
language.       During    this    time    the    emperor    frequently 
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honoured  me  with  his  visits,  and  was   pleased    to   assist 
my  masters  in  teaching  me. 

We  h<'gan  already  to  converse  together  in  some  sort, 
and  the  first  words  I  learned  were  to  express  my  desire 
that  he  would  he  pleased  to  give  me  my  liberty,  which 
I  every  day  repeated  on  my  knees.  His  answer,  as  I 
understood  it,  was,  that  this  must  be  a  work  of  time, 
not  to  he  thought  of  without  the  advice  of  his  council, 
and  that  first  I  must  swear  a  peace  with  him  and  his 
kingdom.  He  promised,  however,  that  I  sliould  he  used 
with  all  kindness,  and  advised  me  to  gain,  by  my  patience 
and  iliscreet  behaviour,  the  good  opinion  of  himself  and 
his  >nbjects. 

He  d(?sired  I  would  not  take  it  ill  if  he  gave  orders 
to  certain  proper  officers  to  search  me,  for  probably  I 
might  carry  aboi  me  several  weapons,  which  must 
needs  be  dangerous  things,  if  they  answer  the  bulk  of 
so  huge  a  person. 

I  said  His  majesty  should  be  satisfied,  for  I  was 
ready  to  strip  myself,  and  turn  out  my  })ockets  before 
him.     This  I  delivtM-ed  partly  in  words  and  partly  by  signs. 

He  re[)lied  that,  by  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  I 
must  be  stnirched  by  two  of  his  officers  ;  that  he  knew 
this  could  not  be  done  without  my  consent  and  assist- 
ance ;  and  he  had  so  good  an  opinion  of  me,  as  to 
trust  their  perso!is  in  my  hands ;  that  whatever  they 
took  from  me  sliould  b(>  returned  when  I  left  the  country, 
or  paid  for  at  the  rate  which   1  would  set  upon  them. 

I  took  up  the  two  otficers  in  my  hands,  put  tliem 
first    into    my    coat-pocket,    and    then    into    every    other 
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pocket  about  me,  excopt  my  two  fol)s^  ami  another  secret 
pocket,  which  I  liad  no  mi!i.l  should  be  searched,  wlicr.'in 
I  had  some  Httle  necessaries  that  were  of  no  consequejico 
to  any  hut  myself.  In  one  of  my  fobs  there  was  a  silver 
watch,  and  in  the  other  ':,  small  quantity  of  ^'oid  in 
a  purse.  Th(  >e  gentlemen,  having  pen,  ink,  and  paper 
about  tliem,  made  an  exact  list  of  evervthin'^  thev  saw: 
and  when  they  had  done,  desired  I  wouhl  set  th(Mn  down, 
that  they  might  deliver  it  to  the  emperor.  This  list  I 
afterwards  translated  into  English,  and  it  is  word  for 
word  as  follows. 


CHAPTER   VII. 

A    LIST    IS    MADE    OF    ALL    THAT    IS    FOT'ND    UPON    HIM. 

*  Imprimis.*''  In  the  right  coat-pocket  of  tlu'  great 
Man-mountain  (for  so  I  interpret  the  word  (pun -bus 
/lest' -rill),  after  the  strict(\st  searcli,  we  found  only  one 
great  piece  of  coarse  cloth,^  large  enough  to  be  a  foot- 
cloth  for  your  majesty's  chief  room  of  state. 

•  In  the  left  pocket  we  saw  a  huge  silver  chest,*  with 
a  cover  of  the  same  metal,  which  we,  the  searchers, 
were  not  able  to  lift.  We  desired  it  should  be  opened! 
and  one  of  us,  stepping  into  it,  found  himself  up  to  the 
mid-leg  in  a  sort  of  dust,  some  part  whereof,  Hying  up 
to  our  faces,  set  us  both  a-sneezing  several  times 
together. 

'  In  his  right  waistcoat  pocket  W(^  fouiul  a  very  largo 
bundle  of  white,  thin  substances,^  folded  one  over  another, 
about    the    higness    of    three    men,    tied    with    a    stron'^ 


•  I'ronouuce  inprim'u  -i  as  in  "pin;"    not  im-pn'mh 


»  -I  as  in  "  pine. 


21 


Gulliver's  travels  to  lilliput. 


cable,  and  marked  with  black  figures;  which  we  humbly 
conceive  to  be  writings,  every  letter  almost  half  as  large 
as  the  palm  of  our  hands. 

*In  the  left  there  was  a  sort  of  machine,  from  the 
back  of  which  were  extended  twenty  long  poles,  resembling 
the  railings  in  front  of  your  majesty's  palace;  wherewith 
we  think  the  Man-mountain  combs  his  head,  for  we  did 
not  always  trouble  him  with  questions,  because  we  found 
it  a  great  ditBculty  to  make  him  understand  us. 

'In  the  large  pocket  on  the  right  side  we  saw  a 
hollow  pillar  of  iron,^  about  the  length  of  a  man, 
fastened  to  a  strong  piece  of  timber  larger  than  the 
pillar,  and  upon  one  side  of  the  pillar  were  huge  pi  ^es 
of  iron  sticking  out,  cut  into  strange  figures,  which  we 
know  not  what  to  make  of. 

♦In  the  left  pocket  another  one  of  the  same  kind. 
In  the  smaller  pocket  on  the  right  side  were  several 
round,  flat  pieces  of  white  and  red  metal ,^  of  different 
bulk;  some  of  the  white,  which  seemed  to  be  silver, 
were  so  large  and  heavy  that  my  comrade  and  I  could 
hardly  lift  them. 

'  In  the  left  pocket  were  two  black  pillars  irregularly 
shai)ed ;  we  could  not,  without  difficulty,  reach  the  top 
of  them  as  we  stood  at  the  bottom  of  his  pocket.  One 
of  them  was  covered,  and  seemed  all  of  a  piece;  but  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  other  there  appeared  a  white,  round 
sul.stanc(s  about  twice  the  bigness  of  our  heads.  Within 
each  of  these  was  enclosed  a  huge  plate  of  steel,  which, 
by  our  orders,  we  obliged  him  to  shov.'  us,  because  we 
feared  they  might  be  dangerous. 
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*  He  took  them  out  of  their  castas,  and  told  us, 
that  in  his  own  country  his  practice  was  to  shave  liis 
heard  with  one  of  these,  and  cut  his  nicat^  with  the 
other.  There  were  two  pockets  which  we  could  not 
enter;  these  he  called  his  fohs. 

'Out  of  tl'"!  right  foh  hung  a  great  silver  chain, 
with  a  wonderful  kind  of  machine  at  the  hottom.  We 
asked  him  to  draw  out  whatever  was  at  the  end  of  that 
chain,  and  he  did  so.  It  appeared  to  be  a  globe,  half 
silver,^  and  half  of  something  transparent ;  for.  on  the 
transparent  side  we  saw  certain  figures,  and  thought  we 
would  touch  them,  till  we  found  our  lingers  stopju'd  by 
that  ch^ar  substance. 

*  He  put  his  machine  to  our  ears,  and  it  madt'  a 
noise,  like  that  of  a  water-mill.  We  think  it  is  either 
some  unknown  animal,  or  the  god  that  he  worships ; 
but  we  are  more  inclined  to  the  latter  opinion  ;  because 
he  assured  us  (if  we  understood  him  aright,  for  he  ex- 
pressed himself  very  imperfectly),  that  he  seldom  did 
anything  without  consulting  it.  He  called  it  his  oracle,'' 
and  said  it  pointed  out  the  time  for  every  action  of  his 
life. 

'  From  the  left  fob  he  took  out  a  net  almost  large 
enough  for  a  fisherman,  l)ut  )ntrived  as  to  open  and 

shut  like  a  purse,  and  which  .rved  bin  for  this  use  ; 
we  found  tlierein  several  massive  p:ec(>s  of  yellow  nu^tal, 
which,  if  they  be  real  gold,  must  be  of  immense  Nahie. 

'  Having  thus,  in  obedience  to  your  majesty's  com- 
mands, diligently  searched  all  his  pockets,  we  observed  a 
girdle  about  his  waist,  made  of  the  hide  of  some  large 
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animal,  froni  ^vnicli,  on  the  left  side,  hung  a  swortl,  of 
the  length  of  five  men  ;  and  on  the  right  a  hag  or 
poncli,  divided  into  two  cells,  each  cell  capahle  of  holding 
three  of  your  majesty's  suhjects. 

*  In  one  of  tiiese  cells  were  several  glohes,  or  halls/ 
of  a  very  heavy  metal,  ahout  the  higness  of  our  heads, 
which  requiriMl  a  strong  hand  to  lift  them ;  the  other 
cell  contained  a  heap  of  cctain  hlack  grains,'-^  hut  of  no 
great  hulk  or  weight,  for  we  could  hold  ahout  fifty  of 
them  in  the  palms  of  our  hands. 

*  This  is  an  exact  list  of  wliat  we  found  ahout  the 
hody  of  the  Man -mountain,  who  used  us  with  g'-eat 
civility,  and  duci  respect  to  your  majesty's  commission. 
Signed  and  S(>aled  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  eightv-ninth 
moon  of  your  majesty'..  iiJippy  reign. 

'  CLEFiaN  Frelock  ; 

'  Marsi  Frelock,' 
When  the  list  was  read  over  to  the  emperor,  he 
ordered  me,  although  in  a  very  gentle  manner,  to  deliver 
up  the  various  articles.  He  first  called  for  my  sword, 
which  1  gave  him,  scahhard^  and  all.  In  the  meantime 
he  ordered  three  thousand  of  his  choicest  troops  (who 
then  attended  him),  to  surround  me  at  a  distance,  with 
their  hows  and  arrows  just  ready  to  discharge;  hut  I 
did  not  observe  it,  for  my  eyes  were  wholly  iiv.'d  upon 
his  majesty. 

H(^  then  desired  me  to  draw  my  sword,  which, 
altliough  it  had  got  some  rust  from  the  sea-water, 
was  in  most  parts  exceeding  bright.  I  did  so,  and 
immediately    all  the   troo[)S  gave   a   shout   between   terror 
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and  surj)risp  ;  for  the  sun  slione  clear,  and  tlu»  rcllcctlon 
dazzl«^d  thoir  eves,  as  I  waved  the  sword  to  .vnd  fro  in 
my  hand. 

His  in.'ijesty  was  l(>ss  friglitened  than  I  could  o\|>ect : 
lie  ordered  me  to  return  it  into  the  sciihhard,  and  cast 
it  on  the  ground  as  gently  as  I  could,  ahout  six  feet 
from  the  end  of  mv  chain. 

The  next  thing  he  demanded  was  one  of  my  ])(K'ket 
pistols.  I  drew  it  out,  and  at  his  desire,  as  well  as  I 
could,  expressed  to  him  the  use  of  it.  Charging  it  only 
with  powder,  which,  by  the  closeness  of  my  })()uch, 
happened  to  escape  wetting  in  i\w,  sea,  I  first  cautioiu'd 
the  emperor  not  to  be  afraid,  and  then  1  l(>t  it  otT  in 
the  air. 

The  astonishment  here  was  nmch  greater  thiin  at 
the  sight  of  the  sword.  Hundreds  fell  down  as  if  they 
had  been  struck  dead  ;  and  even  the  enii)eror,  although  he 
stood  his  ground,  could  not  recover  himself  for  some  time. 

I  delivered  up  both  my  pistols,  in  the  sanu^  manner 
as  I  had  done  my  sword,  and  then  my  pouch  of  powder 
and  bullets,  begging  him  that  the  former  might  be  kept 
from  fire,  for  it  would  kindle  with  the  smallest  spark, 
and  blow  up  his  imperial  palace  into  the  air. 

I  likewise  delivc^red  up  my  watch,  which  the  emperor 
was  very  curious  to  see,  and  commanded  two  of  his 
tallest  yeoinen  of  the  guard^  to  bear  it  on  a  })ol(^  upon 
their  shoulders,  as  draymen  in  England  do  a  barrel  of  ale. 

He  was  amazed  at  the  continual  noise  it  made,  and 
at  the  motion  of  the  minute  hand,  which  lui  could  easily 
see,  for  their  sight  is  much  more  acute  than  ours. 
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I  then  gave  up  my  silver  and  copper  money,  my 
purse,  with  nine  la»'ge  pieces  of  gold,  and  some  smaller 
ones;  my  knife  and  razor,  my  comb  and  silver  snuff-box, 
my  handkerchief  and  note  book.  My  sword,  ])istols,  and 
pouch  were  taken  in  carriages  to  his  majesty's  stores, 
but  the  rest  of  my  goods  were  returned  to  me. 

I  had,  as  I  before  observed,  one  private  pocket, 
which  esca})ed  tln^ir  search,  wherein  there  was  a  pair  of 
spectacles  (wliich  I  sometimes  use  for  the  weakness  of 
my  eyes),  a  pocket  telescope,  and  some  other  little  things, 
whnh,  being  of  no  consequence  to  the  emperor,  I  did 
not  think  myself  bound  in  honour  to  show,  and  I  feared 
they  might  be  lost  or  spoiled  if  I  let  them  go  out  of 
my  possession. 

CHAPTER  VIII, 

HE    BEES    SOME    CURIOUS   TIIINOS,    AND    ENTERTAINS 

THE    EMPEROR. 

The  natives  came  by  degrees  to  be  less  afraid  of 
any  danger  from  me.  I  would  sometimes  lie  down,  and 
let  five  or  six  of  them  dance  on  mv  hand;  and  at  last 
the  boys  and  girls  would  venture  to  come  and  play  at 
hide  and  seek  in  my  hair.  I  had  now  made  a  good 
progress  in  understanding  and  speaking  the  language. 

The  emperor  had  a  mind  one  day  to  entertain  me 
with  several  of  the  country  shows,  wherein  they  exceeded 
all  nations  I  have  known  for  cleverness.  I  was  most 
pleased  with  the  rope-dancers,  who  performed  upon  a 
slender  white  thread,  extended  about  two  feet,  and  twelve 
inches  from  the  ground. 
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This  cliv<>rsion  is  only  practis(Hl  bv  those  persons 
who  are  candidate's  for  great  eniploynients  and  high 
favour  at  court.  Th<»y  are  trained  in  this  art  from  their 
youth,  and  are  not  always  of  noble  birth  or  good  education. 

When  a  gnnit  ofVice  is  vacant,  either  by  death  or 
disgrace  (which  often  happens),  five  or  six  of  those 
candidates  petition  the  emperor  to  entertain  his  majesty 
and  the  court  witli  a  dance  on  a  rope;  and  whoiiver 
jumps  the  highest, without  falling,  is  appointcul  to  the 
ollice. 

Very  often  the  chief  ministers  themselves  are  com- 
manded to  show  their  skill,  to  prove  to  the  emperor 
that  they  have  not  lost  their  <.'leverness.  Flinniap,  the 
treasurer,  is  retjuired  to  dance  on  the  tight  rope,  at 
least  an  inch  high<n-  than  any  other  lord  in  the  wdiole 
empire.  I  have  seen  him  do  the  somersault^  several  times 
together  upon  a  trencher^  fixed  upon  a  roi'  which  is  no 
thicker  than  a  common  packthread  in  England. 

These  diversions  are  often  attended  with  fatal  acci- 
dents, whereof  a  great  number  are  on  record.  I  myself 
have  seen  two  or  three  candidates  break  a  limb.  But  the 
danger  is  much  greater  when  the  ministers  are  com- 
manded to  show  their  dext(>riiy;  for,  by  trying  to  exctd 
themselvc^s  and  their  fellows,  they  strain  so  far,  that 
there  is  hardly  one  of  them  who  has  not  received  a  fall, 
and  some  of  them  two  or  three.  I  was  assured  that,  a 
year  or  two  before  my  arrival,  Flimnap  would  certainly 
have  brok(>n  his  neck,  if  one  of  the  king's  cushions,  that 
accidentally  lay  on  the  ground,  had  not  weakened  the 
force  of  his  fall. 
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There  is  likewise  anoth(-r  diversion,  which  is  only 
shown  before  the  emperor  .and  empress,  and  the  first 
minister,  upon  particular  occasions.  The  em[)eror  lays 
on  the  table  three  fine  silken  threads  of  six  inches  long; 
one  is  blue,  the  other  hmI,  and  the  third  green.  These 
threads  are  there  as  prizes  for  those  persons  whom  the 
emperor  wishes  to  distinguish  by  a  peculiar  mark  of  his 
favour. 

The  ceremony  is  performed  in  his  majesty's  great 
Throne  Room,  where  the  candidates  are  to  undergo  a 
trial  of  skill,  very  different  from  the  former,  and  such 
as  I  have  not  observed  the  least  resemblance  to  in  any 
other  countrv  of  the  new  or  old  world. 

The  emperor  holds  a  stick  in  his  hands,  both  ends 
level  with  the  floor,  while  tht^  candidates  advancing,  one 
by  one,  sometimes  leap  over  the  stick,  sometimes  creep 
under  it,  backward  and  forward,  several  times,  according 
as  the  stick  is  raised  or  lowered.  Sometimes  the  emperor 
holds  one  end  of  the  stick  and  tlie  lirst  minister  the 
other.     Sometimes  the  minister  has  it  tntirely  to  himself. 

Whoever  performs  his  part  with  the  most  agility,  and 
holds  out  the  longest  in  lea])ing  and  creeping,  is  rewarded 
with  the  bhie-coloured  silk ;  the  red  is  given  to  the 
next,  and  the  green  to  the  third.  These  they  all  wear 
tied  twice  around  about  the  waist.  You  see  few  great 
persons  about  this  court  who  are  not  adorned  with  one 
of  these  girdles. 

The  horses  of  the  army,  and  those  of  the  royal  stables, 
having  been  daily  led  before  me,  were  no  longer  shy,  but 
would  come  up   to  my  very  feet   without  starting.     The 
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riders  would  loap  thnii  over  my  hand,  as  I  hold  it  on 
the  ground  ;  aiul  one  of  tho  cinprror's  liiintsnicn,  upon 
a  hu-f^e  horse,  took  my  f  i)t.  slio«',  a!id  all,  which  was 
indeed  a  great  f»'at.  I  ha<l  tlu^  good  fortune  to  please 
the  emperor  oiu*  day  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner. 

I  b(>gged  liim  to  order  sev(>ral  sticks  of  two  feet 
high,  and  the  thickness  of  an  ordinary  cane,  to  be  biought 
to  me.  His  majesty  therefore  connnanded  the  Master 
of  his  Woods  to  give  directions  accordii.,,iy,  and  the 
next  morning  six  woodmen  arrived  with  as  matiy  carriages, 
drawn  bv  eight  horses  to  eacli.  I  took  niiu;  of  these 
sticks,  and  fixed  them  tirmly  in  the  ground  in  a  figure, 
two  feet  and  a  half  square.  I  then  took  four  other 
sticks  and  tied  tht'm  parallel  at  each  corner,  about  two 
feet  from  the  ground ;  then  I  fastencnl  my  handkerchief 
to  the  nine  sticks  that  stood  erect,  and  stretched  it  on 
all  sides,  till  it  was  tight  as  the  top  of  a  drum,  and  the 
four  parallel  sticks,  rising  about  the  inches  higher  than 
the  handkerchief,  served  as  ledgers  on  each  side. 

When  I  had  finished  my  work,  I  desin>d  the  emperor 
to  let  a  troop  of  the  best  horse,  twenty-four  in  number, 
come  and  exercise  upon  i.  is  plain.  His  majesty  approved, 
and  I  took  them  up,  one  by  one,  in  my  hands,  ready 
mounted  and  armed,  with  t'^o  necessary  ofticers  to 
exercise  them. 

As  soon  as  they  got  into  order,  they  divided  into 
two  parties,  performed  mock  hghts,  discharged  blunt 
arrows,  drew  their  swords,  tied  and  pursued,  attacked  and 
retired,  and  in  short,  showed  the  best  military  discipline 
I  ever  beheld.     The  parallel   sticks   kept  thejj  and   their 
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horses  from  fulli'ig  over  the  edgo ;  and  tho  einppror  wns 
80  much  delighUid,  tliat  he  ordered  this  eiitertainnieiit  to 
be  repeated  several  days,  and  once  was  pleased  to  be  lifted 
up,  and  give  the  word  of  command.  With  great  dinieulty, 
he  persuaded  the  empress  to  let  me  hold  her  within  two 
yards  of  the  stage,  when  sho  was  able  to  take  a  full  view 
of  the  wliohi  performance. 

It  was  my  good  fortune,  that  no  ill  accident  happened 
in  these  entertainments;  only  once,  a  fiery  horse,  that 
belonged  to  one  of  the  captains,  pawing  w-ith  his  hoof, 
struck  a  hole  in  my  handkerchief,  and  his  loot  slipping, 
he  overthrew  his  rider  and  himself.  Jiut  I  cauglit  hold 
of  them  both,  and  covering  the  hole  with  one  hand,  I  set 
down  the  trooper^  with  the  other,  in  the  same  manner  as 
I  took  them  up.  The  horse  that  fell  was  straine.-  in  the 
left  shoulder,  but  the  rider  got  no  hurt.  I  repaired  my 
handkerchief  as  well  as  I  could,  but  I  would  not  trust 
to  the  strength  of  it  any  more  in  such  dangerous 
performances. 

CHAPTER  IX. 

HE    IS    SET    FRI:E    ON    CERTAIN    CONDITIONS. 

About  two  or  three  days  before  I  was  set  at  liberty, 
as  I  was  amusing  the  court  with  feats  of  this  kind, 
there  arrived  a  messenger  to  inform  his  majesty  that 
some  of  his  subjects,  riding  near  the  place  where  I  was 
taken  up,  had  seen  a  great  blac'  ^ubstance  lying  on  the 
ground.  It  was  very  oddly  sh;.  V  extending  its  edges 
round,  as  wide  as  his  majesty's  bed  chamber,  and  rising 
up  in  the  middle  as  high  as  two  men.     It  was  no  living 
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croahire,  as  they  at  first  tlioiij^lit,  for  it  lay  on  tlio  ^rass 
without  motion,  and  sonic  of  tlioin  liad  \vall«Ml  round  it 
several  times.  J*)y  mount inj^  upon  eacli  other's  slioulders. 
they  had  got  to  the  top,  whicli  was  Hat  and  even,  and 
stumping  upon  it,  they  found  that  it  was  hollow  within; 
that    they    hunihly    conceived    it    might     he     son:. -thing 
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"  By  mountinf?  upon  each  othor's  shoukleis  they  got  to  the  top." 

belonging  to  the  Man-mountain,  and  if  his  nuijesty  pleased, 
they  would  undertake  to  bring  it  with  only  live  horses. 
I  knew  at  once  what  they  meant,  and  was  glad  at 
heart  to  receive  this  news.  It  seems  that,  upon  my  first 
reaching  the  shore  after  our  shii)wreck,  I  was  in  such 
confusion,  that  before  I  came  to  the  place  wliere  I  went 
to  sleep,  ray  hat  (which  I  had  fastened  with  a  string  to 
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my  head  while  I  was  rowing,  and  which  had  stuck  on 
all  the  time  I  was  swimming),  fell  off  after  I  came  to 
land.  The  string  had  perhaps  broken  by  some  accident 
which  I  had  never  noticed,  and  I  thought  my  hat  had 
been  lost  at  sea. 

I  Ix'gged  his  imperial  majesty  to  give  orders  that  it 
might  be  brought  to  me  as  soon  as  })Ossible,  and  the 
next  day  the  waggoners  arrived  with  it,  but  not  in  a 
very  good  condition.  They  had  bored  two  holes  in  the 
brim,  within  an  inch  and  a  half  of  the  edge,  and  fast- 
ened two  hooks  in  the  holes;  these  hooks  were  tied  by 
a  long  cord  to  the  harness,  and  thus  my  hat  was  dragged 
along  for  above  half  an  English  mile ;  but  the  ground 
in  that  country  being  extremely  smooth  and  level,  it 
received  less  damage  than  I  expected. 

Two  days  after  this  adventure,  the  emperor,  having 
ordered  that  part  of  his  army  which  resides  in  and 
about  his  metro})olis  to  be  in  readiness,  took  a  fancy  of 
amusing  himself  in  a  singular  manner.  He  desired  that 
I  would  stand  like  a  colossus^  with  my  legs  as  far 
asunder  as  1  conveniently  could. 

He  then  commanded  his  general  (who  was  an  old 
experienced  leader,  and  a  great  friend  of  mine),  to  draw 
up  the  troops  in  close  order,**  and  march  them  under 
me ;  the  foot  by  twenty-four  abreast,  and  the  horse  by 
sixteen,  with  drums  beating,  colours  flying,  and  pikes 
advanced.^  This  body  consisted  of  three  thousand  foot 
and  a  thousand  horse. 

I  had  sent  so  numy  requests  for  my  liberty  that 
his  majesty  at  length  mentioned  the  matter,  first  in  the 
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Cabinet/  and  then  in  full  council,'"  wh  -..  it  wis  opposed 
by  none,  except  Sky'-resh  Bol'-go-lam,  ;.ho  'Vi^s,  without 
any  reason,  my  niortaP  enemy. 

But  it  was  carried  against  hira  by  the  whole  board, 
and  confirmed  by  the  emperor.  That  minister  was  <jal'-hct, 
or  Admiral  of  the  Realm ;  he  was  very  much  in  his 
master's  confidence,  and  a  person  well  versed  in  affairs, 
but  of  a  peevish  and  sour  temper.  However,  he  was  at 
length  persuaded  to  agree;  but  the  conditions  upon 
which  I  should  be  set  free,  and  to  which  1  must  swear, 
were  to  be  drawn  up  by  himself. 

These  conditions  were  brought  to  me  in  writing  by 
Skyresh  Bolgolam  in  person,  who  was  att(^nded  by  two 
under-secretaries  and  several  persons  of  distinction.  x\fter 
they  were  read,  I  had  to  swear  to  perform  tluMn,  first, 
in  the  manner  of  my  own  country,  and  afterwards  in 
the  method  prescribed  by  their  laws,  which  was,  to  hold 
my  right  foot  in  my  left  hand,  and  to  place  the  middle 
finger  of  my  right  hand  on  the  crown  of  my  head,  and 
my  thumb  on  the  tip  of  my  right  ear. 

But  because  the  reader  may  be  curious  to  have 
some  idea  of  the  style  and  manner  of  expression  peculiar 
to  that  people,  as  well  as  to  know  the  conditions  upon 
which  I  recovered  my  liberty,  I  have  made  a  translation 
of  the  whole  document,  word  for  word,  as  near  as  1 
was  able,  which  I  here  offer  to  the  public. 

♦  Gol-bns'-to  Mo-ma'-rem  Ev'-lane  Gur-di'-lo  Shef'-in 
Mul'-hj  Ul'-ly  Que,*  most  mighty  Emperor  of  Lilliput,  dtliyht 
and  terror  of  the  universe,  whose  dominions  extend  jive  thousand 
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blus'-trogs  [about  twelve  miles  in  circumference]  to  the  ends  of 
the  globe;  monarch  of  all  monarchs,  taller  than  the  sons  of 
nun ;  whose  feet  })ress  down  to  the  centre,  and  whose  head 
strikes  against  the  sun;  at  whose  nod  the  princes  of  the  earth 
shake  their  knees ;  pleasant  as  the  spring,  comfortable  as  the 
summer,  fruitful  as  autumn,  dreadful  as  winter ;  his  most  sub- 
lime Majesty  proposes  to  the  Man-mountain,  lately  arrived  at 
our  celestial  dominions,  the  following  articles,^  which,  by  a 
solemn  oath,  he  sliall  be  obliged  to  perform  : — 

'  1st.  Tlie  Man-mountain  shall  not  depart  from  our 
dominions  without  our  license^  under  our  great  seal. 

*  2iid.  He  shall  not  presume  to  come  into  our  metropolis 
wiinout  our  express  order ;  at  which  time  the  iniiabitants  shall 
have  two  hours^  warning  to  keep  ivithin  doors. 

'  3rd.  The  said  Man-mountain  shall  confine  his  walks  to 
our  principal  highroads,  and  not  ojj'er  to  walk  or  lie  down  in 
a  meadow  or  field  of  corn. 

*  4th.  As  he  walks  on  the  said  roads,  he  shall  take  the 
utmost  care  not  to  trample  upon  the  bodies  of  any  of  our  loving 
subjects,  their  horses  or  carriages,  nor  take  any  of  our  subjed'i 
into  his  Iia7ids  without  their  own  consent. 

'  5tli.  If  a  message  requires  to  be  sent  very  urgently,  the 
Man-mountain  shall  be  obliged  to  carry,  in  his  pocket,  the 
messenger  and  his  horse  a  six  days'  journey  once  in  every  mcon,^ 
and  return  the  said  messenger  back  {if  so  required)  safe  to 
our  i)n})erial  presence. 

'  Gth.  He  shall  be  our  ally  against  our  enemies  in  the 
island  of  Blefuscu,  and  do  his  utmost  to  destroy  their  fleet, 
which  is  }iow  preparing  to  invade  us. 

'  7th.  That  the  said  Man-mountain  shall,  at  his  time  of 
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leisure,  aid  and  assist  our  n'orhmen,  in  helpimj  U>  raise  certain 
great  stones,  towards  covering  the  wall  of  the  principal  park, 
and  other  roijal  huildings. 

*  Lastly.  That,  upon  his  solemn  oath  to  ohserre  the  above 
articles,  the  said  Man-mountain  shall  htire  a  dailif  allowance 
of  meo*  and  drink  sufficient  for  the  support  of  l,7'2i  of  our 
subjects,  with  free  access  to  our  roijal  person,  and  other  marks 
of  our  favour. 

*  Given  at  our  palace  of  Bel-fio'-o-rac,  the  twelfth  day 
of  the  v'»etii-tlrst  moon  of  our  reign.' 

I  took  the  oath  and  signed  the  document  with  great 
cheeifuhiess  and  content,  altliougb  some  of  the  condi- 
tions, which  proceeded  wholly  from  the  malice  of  Sky- 
resh  Jjolgolam,  the  high  admiral,  were  not  so  honour- 
able as  I  could  have  wished.  My  chains  were  immedi- 
ately unlocked,  and  I  was  at  full  liberty.  The  emperor 
himself,  in  person,  did  me  the  lionour  to  be  by  at  the 
whole  ceremony. 

I  made  my  thanks  by  bowing  myself  at  his  nuijesty's 
feet ;  but  he  commanded  me  to  rise ;  and  after  many 
kind  words,  which,  to  avoid  the  censure  of  vanity  I  shall 
not  repeat,  he  added,  that  he  hoi)ed  I  should  prove  a 
useful  servant,  and  well  deserve  all  the  fjivours  he  had 
already  conferred  upon  me,  or  miglit  do  in  the  future. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

THE    CAPITAL    CITY    OF    LIIJJI'UT. 

The  first  request  I  made,  after  I  had  obtained  my 
liberty  was,  tliat  I  might  have  leave  to  see  Mil-den'-do, 
the  metropoHs,  which  the  emperor  readily  allowed  me, 
but  with  a  special  charge  to  do  no  hurt  either  to  the 
inhabitants  or  their  houses. 

The  people  had  notice  given  them,  by  proclamation, 
of  my  coming  to  visit  the  town.  The  wall,  which  went 
round  it,  is  two  feet  and  a  half  high,  and  at  least  eleven 
inches  broad,  so  that  a  coach  and  horses  may  be  driven 
very  safely  on  the  top  of  it ;  and  it  is  strengthened  at 
the  sides  with  strong  towers  at  ten  feet  distance. 

I  stepped  over  the  great  western  gate,  and  passed 
very  gently  and  sidelong  through  the  two  principal 
streets  only,  in  my  short  waistcoat,  for  fear  of  damaging 
the  roofs  and  eaves  of  the  houses  with  the  skirt  of  my  coat. 

I  walked  with  great  care,  to  avoid  treading  on  any 
stragglers,  who  might  remain  in  the  streets ;  although 
the  orders  were  very  strict,  that  all  people  should  keep 
in  their  houses  at  their  own  peril.  The  garret  windows 
and  to})S  of  houses  were  so  crowded  with  spectators, 
that  I  thought  in  all  my  travels  I  had  not  seen  a  more 
populous  place. 

The  city  is  an  exact  square,  each  side  of  the  wall 
being  five  hundred  feet  long.  The  two  great  streets, 
which  run  across  and  divide  it  into  four  quarters,  are 
fi"e  feet  wide.  The  lanes  and  alleys,  which  I  could  not 
enter,  but  only  viewed  them  as  I  passed,  are  from  twelve 
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to  eighteen  inches  wide.  The  town  is  capable  of  holding 
live  hundred  thousand  sonls  ;  the  hous<>s  are  from  three 
to  five  storeys ;  the  shops  and  markets  well  provided. 

The  emperor's  palace  is  in  the  centre  of  the  city, 
where  the  two  great  stre<>ts  meet.  It  is  enclosed  by  a 
wall  of  two  feet  high,  and  twenty  feet  distant  from  the 
building.  I  had  his  majesty's  permission  to  step  over 
the  wall ;  and  the  space  being  so  wide  between  that 
and  the  palace,  I  could  easily  view  it  on  every  side. 

The  outward  court  is  a  square  of  forty  feet,  and 
includes  two  other  courts.  In  the  inmost  are  the  royal 
apartments,  which  I  was  very  desirous  to  see,  but  found 
it  extremely  dithcult;  for  the  great  gates,  from  one 
square  into  another,  were  but  eighteen  inches  wide. 
Now  the  buildings  of  the  outer  court  were  at  l(>ast  live 
feet  high,  and  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  stride  over 
them  without  great  damage  to  the  })ile,  though  the  walls 
were  strongly  built  of  hewn  stone,  and  four  inches  thick. 

The  emperor  had  a  great  desire  that  I  should  see 
the  magnificence  of  his  palace  ;  but  this  I  was  not  able 
to  do  till  three  days  after.  I  spent  the  days  in  cutting 
down  with  my  knife  some  of  the  largest  trees  in  the 
royal  park,  which  was  about  a  hundred  yards  distant 
from  the  city.  Of  these  trees  I  made  two  stools,  e.c^.i 
about  three  feet  high,  and  strong  enough  to  bear  my 
weight. 

The  people  having  received  notice  a  second  time,  I 
went  again  through  the  city  to  the  [jalaee  with  my  t\  i 
stools  in  my  hands.  When  I  came  to  the  side  of  the 
outer  court,  I    stood  upon  one  stool  und    tor^i  the  other 
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in  my  hand;  this  I  lifted  over  the  roof,  and  gently  set 
it  down  on  the  space  between  ihe  first  and  second  court, 
which  was  eight  feet  wide. 

I  then  stepped  over  the  building  very  easily  from 
one  stool  to  the  other,  and  drew  up  the  first  after  nie 
with  a  hooked  stick.  By  this  means  T  got  into  the 
inmost  court,  and,  lying  down  upon  my  side,  I  put  my 
face  to  the  windows  ot  the  middle  storeys,  which  were 
left  open  on  purpose,  and  saw  the  most  splendid  apart- 
ments that  can  be  imagined. 

There  1  saw  the  em})ress  and  the  young  princess, 
with  their  chief  attcmdants  about  them.  Jfer  imperial 
majesty  was  pleased  to  smile  very  graciously  upon  me, 
and  gave  me  out  of  the  window  her  hand  to  kiss. 

One  morning,  about  a  fortnight  after  I  had  obtained 
my  liberty,  liel'-dre-sal,  chief  secretary  (as  they  style 
him)  for  privati  affairs,  came  to  my  house  attended  only 
by  one  servant.  He  ordered  his  coach  to  wait  at  a 
distance,  and  desired  I  would  see  him,  which  I  readily 
consenteu  to. 

I  ollered  to  lie  down,  that  he  might  the  more 
conveniently  reach  my  ear,  but  he  chose  rather  to  let 
me  hold  him  in   my  hand  during  our  conversation. 

He  began  with  comi)liments  on  my  liberty,  and  said 
that  he  might  pretend  to  some  hand  in  it ;  but,  lie 
added,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  present  situation 
of  things  at  court,  perhaps  I  might  not  have  obtained 
it  so  soon. 

"For,"  said  he,  "as  flourishing  a  condition  as  we 
may  appear  to  be  in  to  foreigners,  we  labour  under  two 
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mightv  evils— violent  quarrellings  at  home,  and  the  (lan^^r 
of  "an  invasion  by  a  most  powerful  enemy  from  abroad. 

"As  to  the  first,  you  are  to  understand,  that  for 
about  seventy  moons  past  there  have  breii  two  strnf,'j^ling 
parties  in  this  empire,  under  the  names  of  'l'ram->rh'-s<in 
and  Slam-eck'-sav,  from  the  high  and  low  lieels  of  their 
shoes,  by  which   they  distinguish  themselves. 

"It  is  said,  indeed,  that  the  higli  he<ds  are  most 
in  favour  of  our  ancient  constitution,'  but,  iiowever  this 
may  hv,  his  majesty  has  determined  to  luive  only  us  of 
low  lieels  in  the  administration  of  th.i  government,  and 
all  officers  in  the  gift  of  the  crown,  as  you  cannot  but 
observe;  and  particularly  that  his  mnjesty's  imperial 
heels  are  lower  at  least  by  a  dnur  than  any  of  his 
court  {ilnuT   is  a  measure  about    the   fourteenth   part  of 

an  inch). 

The  ill-feeling  between  these  two  parlies  runs  so  high 
that  thev  will  neitiier  eat  nor  drink  nor  talk  with  each 
other.  We  compute  the  Tramerksun,  or  high  heels,  to 
exceed  us  in  number,  but  the  power  is  wholly  on  our 
side.  We  are  afraid  that  his  imperial  highness,  the  heir 
to  the  crown,  has  some  leaning  towards  the  high  heels; 
at  least,  we  can  plainly  discover  that  one  of  his  heels  is 
higher    than    the    other,   which    gives    him    :l    liobble    in 

his  gait. 

"Now,  in  the  midst  of  these  troubles  at  home,  we 
are  threatened  with  an  invasion  from  the  island  of 
Blef-us'-cu,  which  is  the  other  great  empire  of  the 
universe,  almost  as  large  and  powerful  us  this  of  his 
majesty. 
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"Though  we  have  heard  you  affirm,  that  there  are 
other  kingdoms  and  states  in  the  world  inliabited  by 
human  c/eatnres  as  hirge  as  yourself,  our  wise  men 
are  in  much  doubt,  and  they  think  that  you  dropped 
from  the  moon,  or  one  of  the  stars,  for  it  is  certain 
that  a  hundred  mortals  of  your  bulk  would,  in  a  short 
time,  destroy  all  the  fruits  and  cattle  of  his  majesty's 
dominions.  J>esides,  our  histories  of  six  thousand  moons 
make  no  mention  of  any  other  regions  than  the  two 
great  empires  of  Lilliput  and  lilefuscu. 

"  These  two  mighty  nations  have,  as  I  was  going 
to  tell  you,  been  engaged  in  a  most  stubborn  war  for 
six-and-thirty  moons  past.  It  began  thus  : — It  is  allowed 
on  all  hands,  that  in  early  times  the  way  of  breaking 
eggs,  before  we  eat  them,  was  upon  the  lar  »er  end ;  but 
this  present  majesty's  grandfather,  while  he  was  a  boy, 
going  to  eat  an  egg,  and  breaking  it  in  the  usual  way, 
happened  to  cut  one  of  his  lingers ;  whereupon  the 
emperor,  his  father,  commanded  all  his  subjects,  upon 
great  penalties,  to  break  the  smaller  end  of  the  eggs. 

"  The  pc;ople  were  so  vexed  with  this  law,  that,  our 
histories  tell  us,  there  have  been  six  rebellions  raised  on 
that  account;  wheroin  one  emperor  lost  his  life,^  and 
another  his  crown. -^  These  civil  disorders  were  constantly 
encouraged  by  the  monarchs  of  Blefuscu,  and  when  they 
were  put  down,  the  exiles  always  fled  for  refuge  to  that 
empire. 

"  The  exact  words  of  the  law  are  these — '  That  all 
true  believers  break  their  eggs  at  the  convenient  end.' 
But  which    is  the   convenient    end  seems,  in  my  humble 
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opinion,  to  be  left  to  every  man's  con.^cionoe,  or  at  least  in 
the  power  of  the  chief  magistrate,  tliat  is,  i\\o  king,  to  decide. 

"  Now,  the  Big-endian  exiles  have  found  so  much 
credit  in  the  emperor  of  P»lefuscu's  court,  and  so  much 
private  assistance  and  encouragement  from  their  party 
here  at  home,  that  a  terrible  war  has  been  carried  on 
between  the  two  empires  for  six-and-thirty  moons,  with 
various  success.  During  this  time  we  have  b^st  forty 
large  ships,  and  a  much  greater  number  of  smaller 
vessels,  together  with  thirty  thousand  of  our  best  seamen 
ind  soldiers  ;  and  the  damage  received  by  the  enemy  is 
reckoned  to  be  somewhat  greater  than  ours. 

"However,  they  have  now  gi)t  togethtT  a  numerous 
fleet,  and  are  just  preparing  to  make  i  descent  uj)on  us ; 
and  his  imperial  majesty,  placing  great  confub'nce  in 
your  valour  and  strength,  has  commanded  me  lo  lay  this 
account  of  his  affairs  before  you." 

I  desired  the  secretary  to  present  my  humble  duty 
to  the  emperor,  and  to  let  him  know  that  I  thought  it 
would  not  become  me,  who  was  a  foreigner,  to  interfere 
with  parties ;  but  1  was  ready,  at  the  risk  of  my  life,  to 
defend  his  person  and  state  against  all  invaders. 

chapti:r  XT. 

A  HIGH  TITLE  OF  HONOUR  IS  CONFERRED  ON  GULLIVER. 

The  empire  of  Blefuscu  is  an  island  situated  to  the 
north-east  of  Lilliput  from  which  it  is  parted  only  by  a 
channel  of  eight  hundred  yards  wide.  I  had  not  yet 
seen  it,  and  upon  this  notice  of  an  intended  invasion,  I 
avoided  appearing  on  that  side  of  the  coast,  for   fear  of 
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being  noticed  by  some  of  tbe  enemy's  sbips,  wbo  hail 
received  no  news  about  me  ;  all  intercourse'  between  the 
two  empires  having  been  strictly  forbidden  during  the 
war,  upon  [>ain  of  death,  and  our  emperor  iiaving  ordered 
that  no  vessel  should  leave  port. 

1  comnumicatcid  to  his  majesty  a  plan  1  ha<l  formed 
of  seizing  the  enemy's  whoh^  lie»'t,  which,  as  our  sc  "its'* 
assuretl  us,  lay  uL  anchor  in  tln^  harbour,  ready  t(  ,ail 
with  the  lirst  fair  wind.  I  consulted  the  most  experieiice'd 
seamen  upon  the  d('})th  of  the  channel,  which  they  had 
often  sounded,"'  and  they  told  me  that  in  the  middle,  at 
high  water,  it  was  seventy  (jlum'-ijliilfs  dtiv[),  wliich  is 
about  six  feet  of  European  measure  ;  and  the  rest  of  it 
fifty  gluiiKjlujh  at  most. 

1  walked  towards  the  north-east  coast,  over  against 
Blefuscu,  where,  lying  down  behind  a  hillock,  I  took 
out  my  snuill  spy-glass  and  vicnvetl  the  enemy's  Ueet  at 
anchor,  consisting  of  about  tifty  men-of-war  and  a  great 
numLi-  of  transports.*  I  then  came  back  to  my  house, 
and  gave  ortlers  (for  which  1  had  leave  from  the  king) 
for  a  great  (luantity  of  the  strongest  cable  and  bars  of 
iron.  The  cable  was  ahout  as  thick  as  packthread,  and 
the  bars  of  the  length  and  size  of  a  knitting-needle.  I 
trebled  the  cable  to  make  it  stronger,  and  for  the  same 
reason  I  twisted  tiu'ce  of  the  iron  bars  together,  bending 
the  ends  into  a  hook. 

Having  thus  hxed  liftv  hooks  to  as  manv  cables, 
I  went  back  to  the  north-east  coast,  and  putting  of!  my 
coat,  shoes,  and  stockings,  walked  into  the  sea,  in  my 
leathern  jacket,  about  half-an-hour  before  high  water. 
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I  waded  with  what  haste  I  could,  and  swam  in 
the  middle  ahont  thirty  yards  till  I  felt  ^nonnd.  T 
arrived  at  the  tleet  in  less  than  half  an  hour.  The 
enemy  were  so  fri«^htened  when  they  saw  uu\  tliat  tliey 
leaped  out  of  their  ships  and  swam  to  shore,  where 
there  could  not  he  fewer  than  thirty  thousand  souls.  I 
then  took  my  tacklin<r,  and  fasteninj^  a  hook  to  the  hole 
at  the  prow'  of    each  vessel,  I    tied  all  the  cords  at  the 

end. 

While  I  was  thus  employed,  the  enemy  disdiar^^ed 
several  thousand  arrows,  many  of  which  stuck  in  my 
hands  and  face,  and,  hesides  the  severe  smarting',  «ave 
me  nuich  disturhance  in  my  work.  ^ly  «;reat(  st  fear 
was  for  my  eyes,  which  I  should  have  ctn-taiidy  lost  if 
I  had  not  suddenly  thought  of  a  plan.  I  kept,  amonj:; 
other  little  necessaries,  a  pair  of  spectacles  in  a  private 
pocket,  which,  as  I  hefore  ohserved,  had  es«!aped  the 
emperor's  searches. 

These  I  took  out  and  fastened  as  strongly  as  I  could 
upon  my  nose,  and,  thus  armed,  went  on  holdly  with 
my  work,  in  spite  of  the  enemy's  arrow^s,  many  of  which 
struck  against  the  glasses  of  my  spectacles,  but  without 
any  bad  effect.  I  had  now  fastened  all  tiio  hooks,  and, 
taking  the  knot  in  my  hand,  began  to  pull ;  hut  not  a 
ship  would  stir,  for  they  were  all  too  fast  held  by  tlnur 
anchors,  so  that    the  boldest  part  of  my  plan  remained. 

I  therefore  let  go  the  cord,  and  leaving  the  hooks 
fixed  to  the  ships,  I  resolutely  cut  with  my  knife  ihe 
cables  that  fastened  the  anchors,  receiving  about  two 
hundred  arrows  in  my  face  and  hands;    then  I  took  up 
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thft  knotted  end  of  the  cables  to  which  my  hooks  were 
tied,  Ji'id  with  great  ease  drew  fifty  of  the  enemy's  largest 
men-oi-war  after  me. 

The  people  of  Blefascu,  who  had  not  the  least  idea 
of  what  I  intended,  were  at  lirst  greatly  amazed.  They 
had  seen  me  cut  the  cables,  and  thought  my  design^ 
was  only  to  let  the  ships  run  adrift,"''  or  fall  fouP  on 
each  other ;  but  when  they  saw  the  whole  tleet  moving 
in  order,  and  saw  m.3  pulling  at  the  end,  they  set  up 
a  terril)le  scream  of  grief  and  despair. 

When  I  had  got  out  of  danger,  I  stopped  awhile 
to  pick  out  the  arrows  that  stuck  in  my  hands  and 
face,  and  rubbed  on  some  of  the  same  ointment  that 
was  given  me  at  my  first  arrival,  as  I  have  formerly 
mentioned.  I  then  took  off  my  spectacles,  and  waiting 
about  an  hour  till  the  tide  was  a  little  fallen,  I  waded 
through  the  middle  with  my  cargo,  and  arrived  safe  at 
the  royal  port  of  Lilliput. 

The  emperor  and  his  whole  court  stood  on  the 
shore,  watching  the  end  of  this  great  adventure.  They 
saw  the  ships  move  forward  in  a  large  half-moon,  but 
could  not  see  me,  who  was  up  to  my  breast  in  water. 
When  I  advanced  to  the  middle  of  the  channel,  they 
were    yet   more    in    pain,  because  I  was  under   water  to 

my  neck. 

The  emperor  concluded  me  to  be  drowned,  and  that 
the  enemy's  Heet  was  approaching  in  a  hostile*  manner. 
But  he  was  soon  eased  of  his  fears,  for  the  channel 
growing  shallower  every  step  I  made,  I  came  in  a  short 
time   within    hearing,    and    holding   up    the    end    of   the 


f^ 


'   i 


A  HIGH  TITT.K  OF  HONOUR  IS  CONFFRnKD  ON  (in.T.lVHH.         17 

cable  bv  which  tlio  licet  wiis  fasteiKul,  I  eri-Hl  in  a  lon.l 

voice, 

"  Lonj^  live  the  hi«^h  and  mi^lity  Kiii^'  of  Lilliput ! 

This  «,'r»'at  prince  rcceivcnl  nie  ut  my  hmdinf*  with 
all  possible  praise,  and  created  me  .;  Ku'-ihu.  npon  the 
spot,  which  is  the   hi^diest  title   of   hononr  among  tlie   i 

His  majesty  wished  me  to  take  sonio  other  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  all  tlio  rest  of  his  etiemy's  ships  into 
his  ports.  And  so  great  is  the  ambition  of  princes,  that 
he  seemed  to  think  of  nothing  less  than  n-ducing  the 
whole  empire  of  Blefiiscu  into  ii  provinc*'.  and  governing 
it  by  a  viceroy^  of  destroying  the  Big-endian  exiles,  ami 
compelling  that  people  to  break  the  smaller  end  of  their 
eggs,  by  which    he    would    remain    the    sole  monarch  of 

the  whole  world. 

But  I  endeavoured,  by  many  arguments,  to  turn 
him  from  this  design,  and  I  plainly  told  him  that  I 
would  never  be  an  instrument  of  britiging  a  free  and 
brave  people  into  slavery.  When  the  matter  was  debated 
in    council,  the  wisest   part  of    the  ministry  was   of  my 

opinion. 

This  open,  bold  declaration  of  mine  was  so  opposite 
to  the  schemes  and  desires  of  his  imperial  majesty  that 
he  could  never  forgive  me.  He  mentioned  it  in  a  very 
artful  manner  at  council,  where  I  was  told  that  some  of 
the  wisest  appeared,  at  least  by  their  silence,  to  be  of 
my  opinion;  but  others,  who  were  my  secret  enemies, 
said  certain  unkind  things  about  me.  From  this  time 
there  began  a  kind  of  plot  between  his  majesty  and  a 
cumber  of  the  ministers  who  were     ent  lo  do  me  harm, 
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and,  in  less  than  two  months,  it  had  like  to  have  ended 
in  my  utter  destruction.  Of  so  little  weight  are  the 
greatest  services  to  princes  when  put  into  the  halance 
with  a  refusal  to  gratify  their  passions. 

CHAPTER  XII. 

THE    PEOPLE     OF     LILLIPUT — THEIU    LAWS    AND     CUSTOMS. 

Al)out  tliree  weeks  after  this  deed   there   arrived  an 

embassy^  from  lilefuscu,  with  humble  offers  of  a  peace 

which  was  soon  concluded — upon  conditions  very  advan- 
tageous to  our  emperor.  There  were  six  ambassadors, 
with  a  train  of  about  five  hundred  persons.  Their  entry 
was  very  magnificent,  and  suitable  to  the  greatness  of 
their  master  and  the  importance  of  their  business. 

When  their  treaty  was  finished,  the  ambassadors 
paid  me  a  visit.  They  began  with  many  compliments 
upon  my  valour  and  generosity,  invited  me  to  their 
kingdom  in  the  name  of  the  emperor,  their  master, 
and  desired  me  to  show  them  some  proofs  of  my  very 
great  strength,  of  which  they  had  heard  so  many 
wonders.  1  readily  obliged  them,  but  shall  not  trouble 
the  reader   with  the  particulars. 

Wiieu  I  had  for  some  time  pleased  and  satisfied 
these  gentlemen,  1  desired  they  would  do  me  the  honour 
to  present  my  humble  respects  to  the  emperor,  their 
master,  the  renown  of  whose  virtues  had  so  justly 
filled  the  whole  world  with  admiration.  I  resolved  to 
go  and  see   him,   before  I  returned  to  my  own  countrv. 

Accordingly,  the  next  time  I  had  the  honour  to 
see    our    emperor,    I    begged    leave   to   go   and   see   the 
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niojuirch  of  Blefiiscu.  This  he  was  ])lpiisod  to  grant 
me,  as  I  could  perceive,  in  a  very  cold  manner,*  but 
I  could  not  guess  the  rt^ason  till  I  had  a  whisper,  from 
a  certain  person.  I  learnt  that  Flininai)  and  l^olgolam 
had  rei)resented  my  talk  with  the  ambassadors  as  a 
mark  of  want  of  lovallv,  from  which  I  am  sure  my 
heart  was  wholly  free.  And  this  was  the  first  time 
I  began  to  have  some  im[)erfect  idea  of  courts  and 
ministers. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  these  ambassadors  spoke 
to  me  by  an  interpreter,  the  languages  of  botii  empires 
differing  as  much  from  each  other  as  any  two  in 
Europe.  J'^acli  nation  also  prides  itself  upon  the  age, 
beauty,  and  energy  of  its  own  tongue,  and  shows  great 
contempt  for  that  of  its  neighbour. 

From  the  great  trade  and  commerce  between  both 
realms,  from  tlie  continual  reception  of  exiles,  which 
is  common  among  them,  and  from  tin;  custom  in  each 
empire  of  sending  their  young  nobility  a!id  richer 
gentry  to  the  other,  in  order  to  polish  themselves  by 
seeing  the  world,  and  understanding  men  and  manners, 
you  would  expect  they  would  know  each  other's  language 
well.  But  the  truth  must  be  told,  that  there  are  few 
persons  of  distinction,  or  merchants,  or  seamen,  who  can 
talk  in  both  languages. 

I  found  this  out  some  weeks  after,  when  I  went  to 
pay  my  respects  to  the  emperor  of  Jjlefuscu.  This  visit, 
in  the  midst  of  great  misfortunes  through  the  malice  of 
my  enemies,  proved  a  very  happy  adventure  to  me,  as 
I  shall  relate  in  its  proper  place. 
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Although  I  intended  to  leave  the  description  of  this 
empire  to  another  book,  yet,  in  the  meantime,  I  am 
pleased  to  gratify  the  curious  reader  with  some  general 
ideas. 

The  common  size  of  the  natives  is  somewhat  under 
six  inches  high,  and  there  is  un  exact  proportion  in  all 
other  animals,  as  well  as  plants  and  trees.  For  instance, 
the  tallest  horses  and  oxen  arc  between  four  and  five 
inches  in  height,  and  the  sheep,  an  inch  and  a  half, 
more  or  less.  Their  geese  are  about  the  bigness  of  a 
sparrow ;  and  so  on  through  the  several  steps  downwards 
till  you  come  to  the  smallest,  which,  to  my  sight,  was 
almost  invisible,  but  nature  has  adapted  the  eyes  of  the 
Lilliputians  to  all  objects  pro})er  for  their  view;  they 
see  with  great  clearness,  but  for  no  great  distance. 

To  show  th(^  sliarpness  of  their  sight  towards  objects 
that  are  near,  L  have  been  mucli  pleased  with  a  cook 
puUing^  a  lark,  which  was  not  oo  large  as  a  common 
fly ;  and  a  young  girl  threading  an  invisible  needle  with 
invisible  silk,  that  is,  invisible  to  me. 

Their  tallest  trees  are  about  seven  feet  high;  1  mean 
some  of  those  in  the  great  royal  park,  the  tops  of  which 
I  could  but  just  reach  with  my  list  clenched.  The  other 
vegetables  are  in  the  same  proportion ;  but  this  I  leave 
to  the  reader's  inuigination. 

I  shall  say  but  little  of  their  learning,  which  for 
many  ages  lias  flourished  in  all  its  branches  among  them ; 
but  their  manner  of  writing  is  very  peculiar,  being 
neither  from  the  ](^ft  to  the  right,  like  the  Europeans ; 
nor    from    the    right    to    the  left,  like  the  Arabians;  nor 
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from  up  to  down,  like  the  Chin?so;  but  aslant,  from 
one  corner  of  the  paper  to  the  other,  like  ladies  in 
England. 

They  look  upon  fraud  as  a  greater  crime  than  theft, 
and  therefore  seldom  fail  to  punish  it  with  death;  for 
they  declare  that  care  and  watchfulness,  with  ordinary 
common  sense,  may  preserve  a  man's  goods  from  thieves, 
but  honesty  has  no  protection  against  superior  cunning. 
Since  it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  buying  and 
selling  and  dealing  upon  credit,  w^here  fraud  is  permitted 
or  allowed  to  go  unpunished,  the  honest  dealer  is  always 
cheated,  and  the  knave  gets  the  advantage. 

In  choosing  persons  for  all  employments,  they  have 
more  regard  to  good  morals  than  to  great  abilities;  for 
since  government  is  necessary  to  mankind,  thev  believe 
that  Providence  never  intended  to  make  the  management 
of  public  affairs  a  -:  ..  ':hing  that  could  be  understood 
only  by  a  few  spe  :  '  clever  persons,  of  which  there 
seldom  are  three  bo.ii  in  an  age.  They  suppose  truth, 
justice,  temperance,  and  the  like,  to  be  in  every  man's 
power,  the  practice  of  which  virtues,  assisted  by  experi- 
ence, and  a  good  intention,  would  qualify  any  man  for 
the  service  of  his  country,  except  where  a  course  of  study 
is  required. 

Ingratitude^  is  among  them  a  eapital  crime,''  as  we 
read  it  to  have  been  in  some  other  countries  ;  for  they 
reason  thus :  That  whosoever  makes  ill  returns  to  his 
benefactor,  must  needs  be  a  common  enemy  to  the  rest 
of  mankind,  from  whom  he  has  received  no  special  kind- 
ness, and  therefore  such  a  man  is  not  fit  to  live. 
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Here  it  may,  perhaps,  amuse  the  reader,  to  give 
some  account  of  my  servants,  and  my  manner  of  living 
in  this  country  during  a  residence  of  nine  months  and 
thirteen  days.  Being  forced  by  necessity,  I  had  made 
for  myself  a  table  and  chair  convenient  enough,  out  of 
the  largest  trees  in  the  royal  park. 

Two  hundred  seamstresses  were  emj)loyed  to  make 
me  shirts  and  linen  for  my  bed  and  rtible,  all  of  the 
strongest  and  coarsest  kind  they  could  g- 1,  which,  how- 
ever, they  were  forced  to  quilt  together  in  several  folds, 
for  the  thickest  was  some  degrees  liner  than  lawn.^ 
Their  linen  is  usually  three  inches  wide,  and  three  feet 
make  a  piece.** 

Thr  seamstresses  took  my  measure  as  I  lay  on  the 
ground,  one  standing  at  my  neck,  and  another  at  my 
mid-leg,  with  a  strong  cord  extended,  that  each  held  by  the 
end,  while  a  third  measured  the  cord  with  a  rule  an  inch, 
long.  Then  they  measured  my  right  thumb  and  desired 
no  more ;  for  by  a  calculation  that  twice  round  the 
thumb  is  once  round  the  wrist,  and  so  on  to  the  neck 
and  waist,  and  by  the  help  of  my  old  shirt,  which  I 
spread  out  on  the  ground  before  them  for  a  pattern, 
they  fitted  me  exactly.  Three  hundred  tailors  were 
employed  in  the  same  manner  to  make  me  clothes ;  but 
they  had  another  contrivance  to  take  my  measure.  I 
kneeled  down,  and  they  raised  a  ladder  from  the  ground 
to  my  neck ;  upon  this  ladder  one  of  them  mounted, 
and  let  fall  a  plumb-line,''  from  my  collar  to  the  floor, 
which  just  answered  the  length  of  my  coat ;  but  my 
waist  and  arms  I  measured  myself. 
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When  my  clothes  were  finished,  which  was  done  in 
my  house  (for  the  largest  of  theirs  would  not  have  heen 
able  to  hold  them),  they  looked  like  the  patchwork  made 


"  One  of  them  mounted,  and  let  fall  a  plumb  line."— P<'(/e  52. 

by   the   ladies   in   England,  only  that   mine  were   all   of 
a  colour. 

I  had  three  hundred  cooks  to  dress  my  victuals,  in 
little  convenient  huts  built  about  my  house,  where  they 
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and  their  families  lived,  and  prepared  me  two  dishes 
apiece.  I  took  up  twenty  waiters  in  my  hand  and 
placed  them  on  the  table ;  a  hundred  more  attended 
below  on  the  ground,  some  with  dishes  of  meat,  and 
some  with  barrels  of  wine  and  other  liquors  slung  on 
their  shoulders,  all  which  the  first  waiters  drew  up,  as  I 
wanted,  in  a  very  ingenious  manner  by  certain  cords,  as 
we  draw  a  budget  up  fiom  a  well  in  Europe. 

A  dish  of  their  me"t  was  a  good  mouthful,  and  a 
barrel  of  their  liquor  a  reasonable  draught.  Their  mutton 
is  not  so  good  as  ours,  but  their  beef  is  excellent.  I 
have  had  a  sirloin^  so  large  that  I  have  been  forced  to 
make  three  bites  of  it ;  but  this  is  rare.  My  servants 
were  astonished  to  see  me  eat  it,  bone  and  all,  as  in 
our  country  we  do  the  leg  of  a  lark.  Their  geese  and 
turkeys  I  usually  ate  at  a  mouthful,  and  I  found  them 
better  than  ours.  Of  their  smaller  fowl,  I  could  take  up 
twenty  or  thirty  at  the  end  of  my  knife. "^ 

One  day  his  Imperial  Majesty,  being  informed  of  my 
way  of  living,  desired  that  himself  and  his  royal  con- 
sort,'^ with  the  young  princes  and  princesses,  might  have 
the  happiness,  as  he  was  pleased  to  call  it,  of  dining 
with  me.  They  came  accordingly,  and  I  placed  them 
in  chairs  of  state,  upon  my  table,  just  in  front  of  me, 
with  guards  about  them.  Flimnap,  the  lord  high- 
treasurer,  attended  there  likewise,  with  his  white  staff, 
and  I  observed  he  often  looked  on  me  with  a  sour 
countenance.  I  did  not  seem  to  notice  it,  but  ate  more 
than  usual,  in  honour  to  my  dear  country,  as  well  as  to 
fill  the  court  with  admiration. 
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I  have  some  private  reasons  to  believe  that  this 
visit  from  his  majesty  gave  Flimiiap  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  against  me  to  his  master.  He  had  always  been 
my  secret  enemy,  though  he  was  outwardly  kind  to  me, 
more  than  was  to  be  expected  from  his  usual  bad  temper. 

He  mentioned  to  the  emperor  *  the  low  condition  of 
his  treasury^';  that  I  had  cost  his  majesty  above  a 
million  and  a  half  of  apnigs  (their  greatest  g(dd  coin, 
about  the  bigness  of  a  spangle^),  and,  upon  the  whole, 
that  it  would  be  advisable  in  the  em})eror  to  take  the 
first  chance  he  had  of  sending  me  away. 

CHAPTEli   XIII. 

HE    IS    IN    DANGER    OP    LOSING    illS    EYKSIGHT. 

Before  I  give  an  account  of  my  leaving  this  king- 
dom, it  may  be  proper  to  inform  the  reader  of  a  plot 
which  had  been  for  two  months  forming  against  me. 

I  had  been,  hitherto,  all  my  life,  a  stranger  to 
courts.  I  had,  indeed,  heard  and  read  enough  of  the 
manners  and  ways  of  great  princes  and  ministers,  but  I 
never  expected  to  have  found  such  terrible  effects  of 
them  in  so  distant  a  country,  and  in  one  governed,  as  I 
thought,  by  very  different  rules  from  those   in  Europe. 

When  I  was  preparing  to  pay  my  visit  to  the 
Emperor  of  Blefuscu,  a  person  at  court  of  importance 
(to  whom  I  had  been  able  to  do  a  good  turn  at  a  time 
when  he  lay  under  the  highest  displeasure  of  his  imperial 
majesty),  came  to  my  house  very  privately  at  night,  and, 
without  sending  in  his  name,  desired  admittance.  I  put 
his  lordship  into  my  coat  pocket;    and,  giving  orders  to 
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a  trusty  servant  not  to  admit  anyone  else,  I  fastened 
the  door  of  my  house,  placed  his  lordship  on  the  table, 
and  sat  down  by  it.  After  the  common  greetings  were 
over,  observin-r  his  lordship  looked  full  of  trouble,  and 
inquiring  into  the  reason,  he  desired  I  would  hear  hiin 
with  patience,  in  a  matter  that  highly  concerned  my 
honour  and  my  life.  His  speech  was  to  the  following 
effect,  for  I  took  notes  of  it  as  soon  as  he  left  me. 


You   are   to   know,"   said    h( 


(( 


that   several   com- 


mittees of  council  have  been  lately  called,  in  the  most 
private  manner,  on  your  account;  and  it  is  but  two 
days  since  his  majesty  came  to  a  full  resolution. 

"  You  know  that  Skyresh  Bolgolam  {Galhet,  or  High 
Admiral),  has  been  your  mortal  enemy  almost  ever 
since  your  arrival.  His  original  reasons  I  know  not; 
but  his  hatred  is  increased  since  your  great  success 
against  Blefuscu,  by  which  his  glory  as  admiral  is  much 
dimmed.  This  lord,  together  with  Flimnap,  the  High 
Treasurer,  whose  enmity  against  you  is  well  known,  tlie 
General,  the  Chamberlain,  and  the  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
have  charged  you  with  treason,^  and  other  capital 
crimes." 

These  words  made  me  so  impatient,  knowing,  as  I 
did,  my  own  merits  and  innocence,  that  I  was  going 
to  interrupt  him,  when  he  begged  me  to  be  silent,  and 
thus   continued : — 

"Out  of  gratitude  for  the  favours  you  have  done 
me,  I  got  information  of  the  whole  proceedings,  and 
a  c-ny  of  the  charges,  by  which  I  run  great  risks  of 
losi..^   my  head  fur  your  service." 
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ARTICLES  OF  IMPEACHMENT.' 
AGAINST    QUINBUS    FLESTHIN,  THE    MAN-MOUNTAIN. 

"  Article  I. — Thxt  the  snid  Quinhus  Flcstn'n^  havinci 
hwiiijht  the  imperial  fieet  of  Bh'fuacu  into  the  roijal  port,  and 
heinfj  afterwards  commanded  hij  his  imperial  majestij  to  seize 
all  the  other  ships  of  the  said  empire  of  Blrfiiscu,  and  reduce 
that  empire  to  a  province,  to  he  governed  hij  a  viceroy  from 
hence,  and  tt  destroy  and  put  to  death  not  only  all  the  Big- 
endian  exiles,  but  likewise  all  the  people  of  that  empire  wJio 
icould  not  immediately  forsake  the  Big-endian  heresy  -^  he,  the 
said  Flestrin,  like  a  false  traitor  against  his  imperial  majesty, 
did  petition  to  be  excused  from,  the  said  service,  upon  the 
pretence  of  being  unwilling  to  force  the  conscience,  or  destroy 
the  liberties  and  lives  of  an  innocent  people. 

'*  Article  II. — That  whereas  certain  ambassadors  arrived 
from  the  court  of  Blefuscu,  to  sue  for  peace  in  his  viajesty's 
court,  he,  the  said  Flestrin,  did,  like  a  false  traitor,  aid,  ahet,^ 
comfort,  and  divert  the  said  ambassadors,  altliough  lie  knew  them 
to  be  servants  of  a  prince  who  ivas  lately  an  open  enemy  to  his 
imperial  majesty,  and  in  an  open  war  against  his  said  majesty. 

"  Article  III. — That  the  said  Quinbus  Blest r in,  contrary 
to  the  duty  of  a  faithful  subject,  is  now  preparing  to  make  a 
voyage  to  the  court  and  empire  of  Blefuscu,  for  ivhich  he  has 
received  only  verbal  license*  from  his  imperial  majesty,  and, 
under  colour  of  the  said  license,  does  falsely  and  traitorously 
intend  to  take  the  said  vnjage,  and  thereby  to  aid,  comfort,  and 
abet  the  emperor  of  Blefuscu,  so  lately  an  enemy,  and  in  open 
war  with  his  imperial  majesty  aforesaid." 

*'  There  are  some  other  articles ;  but  these  are  the 
most  important. 
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"  In  the  several  debates  upon  this  impeachment,  it 
must  be  confessed  that  hi;s  majesty  gave  many  marks 
of  his  great  good  feeling  for  you  ;  often  mentioning  the 
services  you  had  done  him. 

•*  The  Treasurer  and  Admiral  insisted  that  you  should 
be  put  to  the  most  painful  and  shameful  death,  by  setting 
fire  to  your  house  at  night ;  and  the  General  was  to  attend 
with  twenty  thousand  men,  armed  with  poisoned  arrows, 
to  shoot  you  on  the  lace  and  hands.  Some  of  your 
servants  were  to  have  private  orders  to  strew  a  poisonous 
juice  on  your  shirts  and  sheets,  which  would  soon  make 
you  tear  your  own  flesh,  and  die  in  the  greatest  torture. 
The  General  came  to  the  same  opinion,  so  that  for  a  long 
time  tlie  greater  part  of  the  council  were  against  you; 
but  his  majesty  resolving,  if  possible,  to  spare  your  life,  at 
last  got  the  chamberlain  on  his  side. 

"  Upon  this  incident,  Reldresal,  Chief  Secretary  for 
Private  Affairs,  who  has  always  showed  himself  your  true 
friend,  was  commanded  by  the  emperor  to  say  what  he 
thought  about  you.  This  he  accordingly  did,  and  so 
justilied  the  good  thoughts  you  have  of  him.  He  said 
your  crimes  were  great,  but  that  still  there  was  room  for 
meicy,  which  was  the  greatest  virtue  in  a  prince,  and  for 
which  his  majesty  was  so  justly  celebrated. 

"  \le  also  said  that  the  friendship  between  you  and 
him  was  so  well  known  to  the  world,  that  perhaps  the 
council  might  think  him  partial^ ;  however,  in  obedience 
to  the  command  he  had  received,  he  would  freely  say 
what  he  thought.  That  if  his  majesty,  in  consideration 
of  your  services,  and  of  his  own  merciful  feelings,  would 
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please  spare  your  life,  and  only  <,nve  ordors  to  put  out 
both  your  oyos,  he  hunihly  tlionj^ht  that,  by  this  plan, 
justice  nii<,'ht  in  some  measure  ho  satisfied,  and  all  the 
world  would  praise  the  kindness  of  the  (MUperor,  as  well 
as  the  fair  and  generous  treatment  of  th()S(>  who  have 
the  honour  to  be  his  counsellors. 

**  He  said  that  the  loss  of  vour  eves  would  h<>  no 
hindrance  to  your  bodily  strength,  by  whi(!h  you  mi«,dit 
still  be  useful  to  his  majesty  ;  for  blindness  is  an  addition 
to  courage,  by  coir:^«aling  dangers  from  us.  The  fear 
you  had  for  your  eyes  was  the  greatest  dilViculty  in 
bringing  over  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  it  would  he  sufli- 
cient  for  you  to  see  by  the  eyes  of  the  ministers,  sincf? 
the  greatest  princes  do  no  more. 

"This  proposal  was  received  with  the  utmost  dis- 
like by  the  whole  council.  Bolgolani,  the  Admiral,  could 
not  keep  his  temper;  but  rising  up  in  fury,  said,  lie 
wondered  how  the  Secretary  durst  presume  to  desire  the 
preserving  of  the  life  of  a  traitor.  The  services  you 
had  performed  only  made  your  crimes  the  worse ;  and 
the  same  strength  which  enabled  yoii  to  b'-ing  over  the 
enemy's  fleet,  might  serve,  upon  tlie  tirst  disct)ntent,  to 
carry  it  back.  But  he  had  good  reasons  to  think  you 
were  a  Big-endian  in  your  heart;  and,  as  treason  begins 
in  the  heart  before  it  appears  in  outward  acts,  so  he 
accused  you  as  a  traitor  on  that  account,  and  therefore 
insisted  you  should  be  put  to  death. 

"The  Treasurer  was  of  the  same  opinion;  he  showed 
how  his  majesty's  revenue  was  reduced,  bv  the  charge 
of   maintaining   you,  which  would  soon  grow  insupport- 
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able.  Tlie  Secretary's  plan  of  patting  out  your  eyes  ■  is 
so  far  from  being  a  remedy  against  this  evil,  tbn'^  it 
would  prol)al)ly  increase  it;  an»l  his  majesty  and  he 
council,  who  are  your  judges,  were,  in  their  own  con- 
sciences, fully  convinced  of  your  guilt,  which  was  a 
sutlicient  reason  to  condemn  you  to  deatli. 

•'But  his  Imperial  Majesty,  fully  determined  against 
capital  [)unisliment,  was  graciously  pleased  to  say,  that 
since  the  council  thought  the  loss  of  your  eyes  too  light 
a  punishment,  some  other  might  be  added  afterwards. 

*'  Your  friend,  the  Secretary,  humbly  beggod  to  be 
heard  again,  in  answer  to  what  the  Treasiu'er  had 
objected,  about  the  great  charge  his  majesty  was  at  in 
maintaining  you;  he  said,  thai  his  exce)'<  ticy,  who  liad 
the  sole  disposal  of  the  emi)eror's  revenue,  might  easily 
provide  against  that  evil,  by  gradually  lessening  your 
supply  of  food,  so  that,  by  this  means  you  will  grow 
weak  and  faint,  lose  your  appetite,  and  ilie  in  a  iew 
months.  The  stench  of  your  carcase  would  not  then  be 
so  dangerous,  wlien  it  should  become  more  than  half 
diminished.  Immediately  upon  yoni"  death,  five  or  six 
thousand  of  his  majesty's  subjects  might,  in  two  or 
three  ilays,  cut  your  llesh  from  your  bones,  take  it  au  >'■■' 
by  cart  loads,  and  bury  it  in  distant  parts,  to  prevent 
infection,  leaving  the  skeleton  as  a  monument  of  admir- 
ation to  posterity. 

"  Thus  by  the  great  friendship  of  the  Secretary,  the 
whole  affair  was  settled.  It  was  strictly  ordered  that  the 
plan  of  :4aiving  you  by  degrees  should  be  ke*pt  a  secret; 
but    the  sentence  of   putting  out   your  eyes  was  entered 
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council, 


on    the    hooks;    none    disheiuing,    excfpt    11 'k'  'anu   the 
Admiral. 

"In  time  (lavs  v<i  ir  fritMid  the  ^  »crf 
ordered  to  come  to  your  house,  ar'  !  re:i.)  h,  ( 
articles  of  inipeachment ;  atid  th  i  t  '11 
great  kindness  and  favoi  o£  '»  ■  inaj  .  m 
wlierehy  you  are  only  co  i'lu  mi  I  le  losx  of  your 
eyes,  which  1;  s  ni.ijes-  •  does  t;.)t  hj  u.  vou  will  grate- 
fully and  humbly  >ubmit  to  a  d  tw<i  of  his  majesty's 
surgeons  will  attend,  in  >n-d  to  see  Ue  »)peration  well 
performed,  by  diseuargii  g   ver^\  hi    ■  in  ted  arrows  into 

the  halls  of  your    ^es,  as  you  li  tne    'found. 

"I  leavM  you    to  <l.cidi    whai  i  wi      do;    and    to 

avoid    sus[nc    n   1   luus;    retuni  at    nice,  iii  as  private   a 
manner  as  ^    cau 

His  lo>  irihip  a  i  so.  anu  T  remained  alone,  under 
manv  doubi-  und  tr  ;ul  d  as  t*  li,  was  the  best  tiiing 
for  nie  to  ({■  . 

At  last  decitleu  I  had  ;  s  im[)erial  majesty's 
leave  to  pay  i  y  visit  ^o  the  Emperor  of  --lefuscu.  So  I 
look    the   opportniiit      before    three    days  had  passed,  to 


send  a  le'te 
my    resolu  10 
^Vithont  wit 
side  •  :   tilt- 


pr 

put 

U    d 

m 


i'j       nend  the  Secretarv,  telling    him  o! 

M't   out    that    morning    for    Blefuscu. 

'       r  an  answer,  I  went  at  once  to    that 

vhcre  our  lleet  lay. 

ieized  irge    man-of-v/ar,    tied    a    cable    to  the 

rid,    liii         up    the    anchors,    I    stripped    my.self, 

hes  (  ogether  with  my  coverlet,  which  I  carried 

arm),  into    the    vessel,   and,   drawing    it    atier 

en  wading  and  swimming  arrived  at  the  royal 


62 


Gulliver's  travels  to  lilliput. 


I 
If 


port  of  Blefuscii,  where  the  people  had  long  expected  me. 

They  lent  me  two  guides  to  direct  me  to  the  capital 
city,  which  is  of  the  same  name.  I  held  them  in  my 
hands  till  I  came  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  gate, 
and  desired  them  to  signify  my  arrival  to  one  of  the 
Secretaries,  and  let  him  know  I  there  waited  His  Majesty's 
commands. 

1  had  an  answer  in  about  an  hour,  that  his  majesty, 
attended  by  the  royal  family,  and  great  officers  of  the 
court,  was  coming  ou^.  to  receive  me. 

I  advanced  a  hundred  yards;  the  emperor  and  his 
train  alighted  from  their  horses,  and  the  empress  and 
ladies  from  their  coaches,  and  I  did  not  perceive  they 
were  in  any  fright  on  my  account.  I  lay  on  the  ground 
to  kiss  the  liands  of  his  majesty  and  the  empress. 

I  told  his  majesty  that  I  was  come  according  to 
my  promise,  and  with  the  leave  of  the  emperor  my 
master,  to  have  the  honour  of  seeing  so  mighty  a 
monarch,  and  to  offer  him  any  service  in  my  power, 
not  contrary  with  my  duty  to  my  own  prince.  I  did 
not  mention  a  word  of  my  disgrace,  because  I  had 
had  no  regular^  information  of  it,  and  might  suppose 
myself  wholly  ignorant  of  it. 

I  shall  not  trouble  the  reader  wit^h  the  account  of 
my  reception  at  this  court,  which  was  suitable  to  the 
goodness  of  heart  of  so  great  a  prince ;  nor  of  the 
difficulties  I  was  in  for  want  of  a  house  and  bed, 
being  forced  to  lie  on  the  ground  wrapped  up  in  my 
coverlet. 
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CHAPTER   XTV. 

BY    A    LUCKY    ACCIDKNT    IIK    KSCAPKS. 

Three  days  after  my  arrival,  walkiiij^  out  of  curiosity 
to  tlio  nortli-east  coast  of  the  island,  T  noticed,  about 
half  a  league  off  in  the  sea,  something  that  looked  like 
a  boat  overturned.  I  pulled  off  my  shoes  and  stockings, 
and  wading  two  or  three  hundred  yards,  I  found  the 
object  to  approach  nearer,  by  for- 1*  of  the  tide ;  and 
then  plainly  saw  it  to  be  a  real  boat,  which  I  supposed 
might,   by  some  tempest,  have  been  driven  from  a  ship. 

I  returned  immediately  to  tiie  city,  and  desired 
his  imperial  majesty  to  lend  me  twenty  of  the  tallest 
vessels  he  had  left,  after  the  loss  of  his  fleet,  and 
three  thousand  seamen,  under  the  command  of  his 
Vice-admiral. 

This  fleet  sailed  round,  while  I  went  back  the 
shortest  way  to  the  coast,  where  I  lirst  disco vereil  the 
boat.  I  found  the  tide  had  driven  it  still  nearer.  The 
seamen  were  all  provided  with  cordage,  which  I  had 
beforehand  twisted   together  to  a  sutHcient  strength. 

When  the  ships  came  up,  I  stripp«'d  myself,  and 
waded  till  I  came  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  boat, 
after  which  I  was  forced  to  swim  till  I  got  up  to  it. 

The  seamen  threw  me  the  ends  of  the  cords,  which 
I  fastened  to  a  hole  in  the  fore  part  of  the  boat,  and 
they  held  the  other  ends.  The  wind  being  favourable, 
they  towed,  and  I  shoved,  until  we  arrived  within  forty 
yards  of  the  shore.  Then  waiting  till  the  tide  was  out, 
I   got    dry    to    the    boat,  and    by   the    assistance  of    two 
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thousand  men  with  ropes  and  pulleys,  1  managed  to  turn 
it  on  its  bottom,  and  found  it  was  but  little  damaged. 

I  told  the  emperor,  that  my  good  fortune  had 
thrown  this  boat  in  my  way,  to  carry  me  to  some  place 
whence  I  might  return  to  my  native  country.  I  begged 
his  majesty  to  give  orders  for  getting  materials  to  tit  it 
up,  and  also  to  give  me  leave  to  depart ;  which,  after 
some  kind  words,  he  was  pleased  to  grant. 

I  did  very  much  wonder,  all  this  time,  not  to  have 
heard  of  any  message  relating  to  me  from  our  emperor 
to  the  court  of  Blefuscu. 

But  I  was  afterwards  told  that  his  Imperial  Majesty 
believed  I  was  only  gone  to  Blefuscu  in  performance  of 
my  promise,  according  to  the  leave  he  had  given  me, 
which  was  well  known  at  our  court,  and  that  I  would 
return  in  a  few  days.  But  at  last  he  was  })ained  at  my 
long  absence;  and  after  consulting  with  the  Treasurer 
and  the  rest  of  his  followers,  a  person  of  quahty  was 
sent  with  the  copy  of  the  articles  against  me. 

This  envoy^  had  instructions  to  tell  the  monarch 
of  Blefuscu  of  the  great  mercy  shown  by  his  master 
to  me;  that  he  would  punish  me  no  farther  than  with 
the  loss  of  my  eyes,  that  I  had  lied  from  justice;  and 
if  I  did  not  return  in  two  hours,  1  should  be  deprived 
of  my  title  of  nanl'ic,  and  declared  a  traitor. 

The  envoy  farther  added,  that  in  order  to  maintain 
the  peace  and  goodwill  between  both  em[)ires,  his  master 
expected  that  his  brother^  of  Blefuscu  would  give  orders 
to  have  me  sent  back  to  Lilliput,  bound  hand  and  foot, 
to  be  punished  as  a  traitor. 
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The  emperor  of  Bletuscu,  having  taken  three  days 
to  consult,  returned  this  answer.  He  said,  that,  as  for 
sendhig  me  bound,  his  brother  knew  it  was  impossible  ; 
that  although  I  had  deprived  him  of  his  tleet,  yet  he 
owed  great  ooligations  to  me  for  many  good  otlices  I 
had  done  him  in  making  the  peace. 

That,  however,  both  their  majesties  would  soon  be 
made  easy  ;  for  I  had  found  a  very  large  vessel  on  the 
shore,  able  to  carry  me  on  the  sea,  which  he  had  given 
orders  to  fit  up  ;  and  he  hoped,  in  a  few  weeks,  both  empires 
would  be  freed  from  so  terrible  a  burden  as  I  was. 

With  this  answer  the  envoy  returned  to  Lilliput, 
and  the  monarch  of  Blefuscu  told  to  me  all  that  had 
passed.  'Is  offered  me  at  the  same  time  his  protection, 
if  I  would  continue  in  his  service ;  but,  although  I 
believed  him  sincere,  yet  I  resolved  never  more  to  put 
any  confidence  in  princes  or  ministers,  where  I  could 
possibly  avoid  it.  Therefore,  with  all  due  thanks  for 
his  kind  intentions,  I  humbly  begged  to  be  excused. 

I  told  him  also,  that  since  fortune,  whether  good  or 
evil,  had  throvvn  a  vessel  i  Jhy  way,  I  was  resolved  to 
venture  myself  on  the  ocea.i  ather  than  be  a  cause  of 
difference  between  two  such  mighty  monarch s.  Neither 
did  I  find  the  emperor  at  all  displeased ;  in  fact,  I 
discove'ed  that  he  was  very  glad  of  my  resolution,  and 
so  were  most  of  his  ministers. 

These  thoughts  moved  me  to  hasten  my  departure 
somewhat  sooner  than  1  intended  ;  to  which  the  court, 
impatient  to  have  me  gone,  very  readily  contributed. 
Five  hundred  workmen  were  employed  to  make  two  sails 
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to    my    boa ;,    according    to    my    directions,    by    quilting 
thirteen  ^oiMs  of  their  strongest  linen  together. 

I  wijs  at  the  pains  of  making  ropes  and  cables,  by 
twisting  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  of  the  thickest  and 
strongest  of  theirs.  A  great  stone  that  I  happened  to 
find,  after  a  long  search,  by  the  sea-shore,  served  me 
for  an  anchor. 

I  had  the  tallow  of  three  hundred  cows,  for  greasing 
my  boat,^  and  other  uses.  I  was  at  immense  pains  in 
cutting  down  some  of  the  largest  timber  trees  for  oars 
and  masts,  in  which  I  was  much  assisted  by  his  majesty's 
ship-carpenters,  who  helped  me  in  smoothing  them,  after 
I  had  done  the  .vough  work. 

In  about  a  month,  when  all  was  prepared,  I  sent 
to  receive  his  majesty's  commands,  and  to  take  my  leave. 
The  emperor  and  royal  family  came  out  of  the  palace ; 
I  lay  down  on  my  face  to  kiss  his  hand,  which  he  very 
graciously  gave  me ;  so  did  the  empress  and  the  young 
princes  of  the  blood. 

His  majesty  presented  me  with  fifty  purses  of  two 
hundred  sprugs  apiece,  together  with  his  picture  at  full 
length,  which  I  put  immediately  into  one  of  my  gloves, 
to  keep  it  from  being  hurt. 

I  stored  the  boat  with  carcases  of  a  hundred  oxen 
and  three  hundred  sheep,  with  bread  and  drink  in  suit- 
able quantities,  and  as  much  meat,  ready  cooked,  as  four 
hundred  cooks  could  provide.  I  took  with  me  six  cows 
and  two  bulls  alive,  with  as  many  ewes  and  rams, 
intending  to  carry  them  into  my  own  country.  To 
feed  them  on  board,  I   had  a  good   bundle  of   hay,  and 
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a  bag  of  corn.  I  would  gladly  have  taken  a  dozen  of 
the  natives  with  me,  but  this  was  a  thing  which  the 
emperor  would  not  permit;  and,  besides  a  diligent  search 
into  my  pockets,  his  majesty  made  me  promise,  on  my 
honour,  not  to  carry  away  any  of  his  sui)jects,  even  with 
their  own  consent  and  desire. 

Having  thus  prepared  all  things  as  well  as  I  was 
able,  I  set  sail  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  September, 
1701,  at  six  in  the  morning. 

CHAPTER  XV. 

HE    ARIIIVES    AT    HOME. 

When  I  had  gone  al)()ut  four  leagues  to  the  north- 
ward, the  wind  being  at  south-east,  at  six  in  the  evening, 
I  noticed  a  small  island,  about  half  a  league  to  the 
north-west. 

I  advanced  forward,  and  cast  anchor  on  the  lee 
side^  of  the  island,  which  seemed  to  be  uninliabited. 

I  then  took  some  refreshment  and  lay  down  to  rest. 
I  slept  well  for  about  six  hours,  for  I  found  the  day 
broke  in  two  hours  after  I  waked. 

It  was  a  clear  night.  I  ate  my  breakfast  before 
the  sun  was  up ;  and  heaving'^  anchor,  the  wind  being 
favourable,  I  steered  the  same  course  that  I  had  done 
the  day  before,  guided  by  my  pocket-compass. 

My  intention  was  to  reach,  if  possil)le,  one  of  those 
islands  which  I  had  reason  tO  believe  lay  to  the  north- 
east of  Van  Dieman's  land.  T  discovered  nothing  all 
that  day ;  but  upon  the  next,  about  three  in  the  after- 
noon, when  I  had,  by  ray  calculation,  made  twenty-four 
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leagues  from  Blefuscu,  I  saw  in  the  distance  a  ship 
steering  to  the  south-east ;  my  course  was  due  east. 

I  hailed  her,  but  could  get  no  answer;  I  gained 
upon  her,  for  the  wind  slackened.  I  made  all  the  sail 
I  could,  and  in  half  an  hour  she  spied  me,  then  hung 
out  her  ancient,^  and  discharged  a  gun.  It  is  not  easy 
to  express  the  joy  I  was  in,  at  this  unexpected  hope 
of  once  more  seeing  my  beloved  country,  and  the  dear 
wife  and  children  I  had  left  in  it. 

The  ship  slackened  her  sails,  and  I  came  up  with 
her  between  five  and  six  in  the  evening,  September 
twenty-sixth.  My  heart  leaped  within  me  to  see  her 
English  colours.**  I  put  my  cows  and  sheep  into  my 
coat-pockets,  and  got  on  board  with  all  my  little  cargo 
of  provisions. 

The  vessel  was  an  English  merchantman,  returning 
from  Japan  by  the  North  and  South  Seas,^  the  captain, 
Mr.  John  Biddel,  of  Deptford/  a  very  civil  man  and  an 
excellent  sailor. 

We  were  now  in  the  latitude  of  30  degrees  south : 
there  were  about  50  men  in  the  ship ;  and  among  them 
I  met  an  old  comrade  of  mine,  one  Peter  Williams,  who 
gave  me  a  good  character  to  the  captain.  This  gentleman 
treated  me  with  kindness,  and  desired  1  would  let  him  know 
what  place  I  came  from  last,  and  whither  I  was  bound. 

This  I  did  in  a  few  words,  but  he  thought  I  was 
raving,^  and  that  the  dangers  I  had  undergone  had  dis- 
turned  my  head ;  whereupon  I  took  my  black  cattle  and 
sheep  out  of  my  pocket,  which,  after  great  astonishment, 
clearly  convinced  him  of   the  truth  of   what  I  had  said. 
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I  then  showed  him  the  gold  given  me  hy  the  empercn- 
of  Blefnscn,  together  with  his  majesty's  picture  at  full 
length,  and  some  other  rarities  of  that  country.  I  gave 
him  two  purses  of  two  hundred  aprwjs  each,  ami  promised 
when  we  arrived  in  England  to  make  him  a  present  of 
a  cow  and  a  sheep. 

I  shall  not  trouble  the  reader  with  a  full  account 
of  this  voyage,  which  was  very  prosperous  lor  the  most 
part.  We  arrived  in  the  Downs'  on  the  l:Hh  of  April, 
1702.  I  had  only  one  misfortune,  that  the  rats  carried 
away  one  of  my  sheep;  I  found  her  bones  in  a  hole, 
picked  clean  from  the  flesh. 

The  rest  of  my  cattle  I  got  safe  on  shore,  and  set 
them  grazing  on  a  bowling-green  at  Greenwich,  where 
the  fineness  of  the  grass  made  them  feed  very  heartily, 
though  I  had  always  feared  the  contrary.  I  could  not 
possibly  have  kept  them  in  so  long  a  voyage,  if  the 
captain  had  not  allowed  me  some  of  his  best  biscuits, 
which,  rubbed  to  powder,  and  mingled  with  water,  was 
their  constant  food. 

The  short  time  I  continued  in  England,  I  mane 
considerable  profit  by  showing  my  cattle  to  many  noble- 
men and  others :  and  before  I  began  my  second  voyage 
I  sold  ihem  for  six  hundred  pounds.  Since  my  last 
return,  I  find  the  breed  is  considerably  increased, 
especially  the  sheep,  which  I  hope  will  prove  much  to 
the  advantage  of  the  woollen  manufacture,  by  the  tine- 
ness  of  their  fleeces. 

I  stayed  but  two  months  with  my  wife  and  family, 
for   my   great  desire   of   seeing   foreign    countries  would 
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not  let  me  remaiti  longer.  I  therefore  took  leave  of  them 
with  tears  on  both  sides,  and  vi^ent  on  board  the  Adventure, 
a  merchant  ship  of  three  hundred  tons,  bound  for  Surat,^ 
Captain  John  Nicholas,  Liverpool,  Commander.  But  my 
account  of  this  voyage  must  be  told  in  the  Second  Part 
of  my  Travels. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

ands  in  broedingnag  and  meets  some  of 
the  inhabitants. 
I  TOOK  ship   in   the   Downs,  on  the   20th   day  of  June, 
1702,  jind  for  nearly  a  year  we  had  a  very  prosperous 
voyage. 

On  the  l()th  day  of  June,  1703,  a  boy  on  the  top- 
mast discovered  land.  On  the  17th,  we  came  in  full  view 
of  a  great  island,  or  continent  (for  we  knew  not  which); 
Oiti  the  south  side  whereof  was  a  creek  too  shallow  to 
hold  a  ship  of  above  one  hundred  tons.^ 

We  cast  anchor  within  a  league  of  this  creek,  and 
our  captain  sent  a  dozon  of  his  men,  well  armed,  in  the 
long-boat,^  with  vessels  for  water,  if  any  could  be  found. 
I  desired  his  leave  to  go  with  them,  that  1  might  see 
the  country,  and  make  what  discoveries  I  could.  After 
wandermg  about  for  some  time,  I  began  to  be  weary,  so 
I  returned  gently  towards  the  creek;  and  the  sea  being 
full  in  my  view,  I  saw  our  men  had  already  got  into  the 
boat,  and  were  rowing  for  life  to  the  ship. 
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I  was  goinjT  to  holloa  after  them,  when  I  ohserved 
a  huge  creature  walking  towards  thorn  in  tho  sea,  as  fast 
as  he  could.  He  waded  not-  much  deeper  than  his  knifes, 
and  took  immense  strides ;  but  our  men  had  tlie  start  of 
him  half  a  league,  and  the  sea  being  full  of  sharp-pointed 
rocks,  the  monster  was  not  able  to  ovei'take  the  boat. 

I  ran  as  fast  as  I  could  and  climbed  up  a  st<M'p  hill, 
which  gave  me  a  good  view  of  the  country.  1  found  it 
fully  cultivated  ;  but  what  greatly  surprised  me  was  the 
length  of  the  grass,  which  was  about  twenty  feet  high. 

I  reached  a  higli-road,  for  so  I  took  it  to  be,  though 
it  served  to  the  inhabitants  only  as  a  footpath  tlirough 
a  field  of  barley.  Here  I  wallanl  on  for  some  time,  but 
could  see  little  on  either  side,  it  being  now  near  harvest, 
and  the  corn  rising  at  least  forty  feet  high. 

There  was  a  stile  to  pass  from  this  field  into  the 
next.  It  had  four  steps,  and  a  stone  to  cross  over  when 
you  came  to  the  uppermost.  It  was  impossible  for  me 
to  climb  u  is  style,  because  every  step  was  six  feet  high, 
and  the  upper  stone  about  twenty.  I  was  endeavouring 
to  find  some  gap  in  the  hedge,  when  I  discovered  one 
of  the  inhabitants  in  the  next  field,  advancing  towards 
the  stile.  He  was  of  the  same  size  as  he  whom  I  saw 
in  the  sea  pursuing  our  boat. 

He  appeared  as  tall  as  an  ordinary  church  spire, 
and  took  about  ten  yards  at  every  stride,  as  near  as  I 
could  guess.  I  was  siruck  with  fear  and  astonishment, 
and  ran  to  hide  myself  in  the  corn,  whence  I  saw  him 
looking  back  into  the  next  field  on  the  right  hand,  and 
heard  him  call  in  a  very  loud  voice. 
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Upon  this,  seven  monsters,  like  himself,  came 
towards  him,  with  reaping-hooks  in  their  hands,  each 
hook  ahout  the  largeness  of  six  scythes.  He  spoke 
some  words  to  them,  and  they  went  to  reap  the  corn  in 
the  held  where  I  lav. 

I  kept  at  as  great  a  distance  from  them  as  I  could, 
and  went  forward,  till  I  came  to  a  part  of  the  field 
where  the  corn  had  heen  laid  hy  the  rain  and  wind. 
Here  it  was  impossihle  for  me  to  advance  a  step ;  for 
the  stalks  were  so  interwoven,^  that  I  could  not  creep 
througli,  and  the  hoards^  of  the  fallen  ears  so  strong 
and  i)ointed,  that  they  pierced  through  my  clothes  into 
11 IV  llcsh. 

One  of  the  reapers,  approaching  within  ten  yards  of 
where  I  lay,  made  me  fear  that,  with  the  next  step,  I 
should  be  squashed  to  death  under  his  foot,  or  cut  'in 
two  with  his  reaping-hook.  So  when  he  was  again  about 
to  move,  I  screamed  aloud  in  fear,  whereupon  the  huge 
creature  trod  short,  and  looking  round  about  him  for 
som(3  time,  at  last  espied  me  as  I  lay  on  the  ground. 

He  considered  awhile,  and  at  length  ventured  to 
take  me  behind,  by  the  middle,  between  liis  forefinger 
and  thumb,  and  brought  me  within  three  /ards  of  his 
eyes,  that  he  might  behold  my  shape  more  perfectly.  I 
guessed  his  meaning,  and  I  resolved  lot  to  struggle  in 
the  least,  as  he  held  me  in  the  air  about  sixty  feet 
from  the  ground. 

All  I  ventured  to  do  was  to  raise  my  eyes  toward 
the  sun,  and  place  my  hands  together  in  a  supplicating 
posture,'*  and   to  speak   some   words   in   a   humble   tone. 
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He  appeared  pleased  with  my  voice  and  gestures,  and  began 
to  look  npon  me  as  a  curiosity,  much  wondering  to  liear 
me  speak,  altliough  he  could  not  understand  what  T  stiitl. 

Lifting  up  the  lappet^  of  his  coat,  lie  put  me  gently 
into  it,  and  immediately  ran  along  with  me  to  his 
master,  who  was  a  farmer,  and  the  same  [jerson  T  had 
first  seen  in  the  field. 

The  farmer  having  (as  I  suppose  by  their  talk) 
received  such  an  account  of  me  as  his  servant  could 
give  him,  blew  my  hair  aside  to  take  a  better  view  of 
my  face.  He  called  his  hands  about  him,  and  asked 
them,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  whether  thev  had  ever 
seen  in  the  fields  any  little  creature  that  resembled  me. 

He  then  placed  me  softly  on  the  ground  on  all 
fours,"  but  I  immediately  got  up,  and  walked  slowly 
backward  and  forward  to  let  those  people  se.'  I  did  not 
intend  to  run  away.  I  pulled  off  my  hat,  and  made  a 
low  bow  towards  the  farmer.  I  fell  on  my  knees  and 
lifted  up  ray  hands  and  eyes,  and  spoke  several  words 
as  loud  as  I  could.  I  took  a  purse  of  gold  out  of  my 
pocket,  and  humbly  presented  it  to  him. 

He  received  it  on  the  palm  of  his  hand,  and  then 
applied  it  close  to  his  eye  to  see  what  it  was,  and  after- 
wards turned  it  several  times  with  the  point  of  a  pin 
(wliicli  he  took  out  of  his  sleeve),  but  could  make 
nothing  of  it.  He  made  me  a  sign  to  put  the  purse 
again  into  my  pocket,  which,  aftt^r  offering  it  to  him 
several  times,  I  thought  it  best  to  do. 

The  farmer,  by  this  time,  was  convinced  I  must  be 
a   rational   creature.'*     He   spoke   often    to    me,    but   the 
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sound  of  his  voice  pierced  my  ears  like  that  of  a  wuter- 
mili.  I  answered  as  loud  as  I  could  in  several  languages, 
and  he  often  laid  his  ear  within  two  yards  of  me,  but 
all  in  vain  ;   we  could  not  understand  each  other. 

IJe  then  sent  his  servants  to  their  work,  and  carried 
me  home  to  his  house.  There  he  called  his  wife,  and 
showed  me  to  her;  hut  she  screamed  and  ran  back,  as 
women  in  England  do  at  the  sight  of  a  toad  or  a  spider. 
However,  when  she  had  seen  ?uy  behaviour  awhile,  she 
soon  made  friends  with  me,  and  by  degrees  grew 
extremely  kind  and  gentle  with  me. 

It  was  about  twelve  at  noon,  and  a  servant  brought 
in  dinner.  It  consisted  only  of  one  substantial  dish  of 
meat  (lit  for  the  plain  condition  of  a  farmer),  in  a  dish 
of  about  four-and-tweniy  feet  diameter.  The  company 
were  the  farmer,  his  wife,  and  three  children. 

When  they  were  sat  down,  the  farmer  placed  me  at 
souK^  distance  from  him  on  the  table,  which  was  thirty 
feet  high  from  the  floor.  I  was  in  a  terrible  fright,  and 
kept  as  far  as  I  could  from  the  edge,  for  fear  of  falling. 
Tlie  wife  nmiced'  a  bit  of  meat,  then  crumbled  some 
bread  on  a  trencher,  and  placed  it  before  me.  I  made 
her  a  low  bow,  took  out  my  knife  and  fork,  and  began 
to  eat,  which  gave  them  exceeding  delight. 

When  dinner  was  almost  done,  the  nurse  came  in 
with  a  cliild  of  a  year  old  in  her  arms,  who  immediately 
spied  me,  and  began  to  squall  to  get  me  for  a  plaything. 
The  mother  took  me  up,  and  put  me  towards  the 
child,  who  seized  me  by  the  mitidle,  and  got  my  head 
into  his  mouth.     I   roared  so  loud  that  the  urchin  was 
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frightenod,  and  let  me  drop,  and  I  sliould  cortainly  have 
broken  my  neck,  if  the  mother  iiad  not  hehl  her  apron 
under  me. 

My  mistress  had  a  dan<^hter  nine  years  old,  a  clev«'r 
child  for  her  age,  very  dexterous'  at  her  needl<\  and 
skilful  in  dressing  her  doll.  Iler  motlier  and  she  con- 
trived to  fit  up  the  doll's  cradle  for  me  against  night,  and 
this  was  my  bed  all  the  time  I  stayed  with  these  people. 

This  young  girl  was  o  handy  that  she  -nade  me 
seven  shirts,  and  some  othei  linen,  of  as  tii  ■'  -lot!'  as 
could  be  got,  which  indeed  was  coarser  than  •  i  kci<uh  ; 
and  these  she  herself  constantly  washed  for  i*^ 

She  was  likewise  my  school-mistress,  to  teach  me 
the  language.  When  I  pointed  to  anything,  she  told 
mo  the  name  of  it  in  her  own  tongue,  so  that,  in  a  few 
days,  I  was  able  to  call  for  whatever  I  had  a  mind  to. 

She  was  very  good-natured,  and  not  above  forty  feet 
high,  being  little  for  her  age.  She  gave  me  the  name 
of  Gril'-drig,  which  the  family  took  up,  and  afterwards 
the  whole  kingdom.  The  word  imports  what  the 
English  call  mannikin?  I  called  her  my  Glum' -dal-d itch, 
or  *•  little  nurse." 

It  now  began  to  be  known  and  talkiii  of  in  the 
neighbourhood,  that  my  master  had  found  a  strange 
animal  in  the  field,  shaped  in  every  [)art  exactly  like  a 
human  creature,  which  it  also  imitated  in  all  its  actions, 
seemed  to  speak  in  a  little  language  of  its  own,  had 
already  learned  several  words  of  theirs,  went  erect  upon 
two  legs,  was  tame  and  gentle,  would  come  when  it 
was  called,  and  do  whatever  it  was  bid. 
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A  friend  of  my  master  advised  him  to  show  me  as 
f.  sight  upon  a  mariiet-day  in  the  next  town,  which  was 
half  an  hour's  riding,  about  two  and  twenty  miles  from 
our  house.  Glumdaiclitch,  my  little  nurse,  toid  me  the 
whole  matter,  wiiich  she  had  learnt  from  her  mother. 

The  poor  girl  laid  me  on  her  bosom,  and  fell  a- 
woeping  witli  shame  and  grief.  She  feared  some  mis- 
chief would  happen  to  me  from  rude,  vulgar  folks,  who 
migiit  squeeze  me  to  death,  or  break  one  of  my  limbs 
by  taking  me  in  their  hands.  She  said  her  papa  and 
mamma  liad  i)romised  her  that  Grildrig  should  be  hers; 
but  now  hhe  found  they  meant  to  serve  her  as  tney  did 
last  year,  wlien  they  pretended  to  give  her  a  lamb,  and 
yet,  as  soon  as  it   was  fat,  sold  it  to  a  butcher. 

My  master,  acting  on  the  advice  of  his  friend, 
carried  me  in  a  box  the  next  market-day  to  the  neigh- 
bouring town,  and  took  along  with  him  his  littla 
dauglilcr,  my  nurse,  upon  a  pillion^  behind  him.  The 
box  was  closed  on  every  side,  with  a  little  door  for  me 
to  go  in  and  out,  and  a  few  gimlet-holes  to  let  in  air. 
The  girl  had  been  carel'ul  to  put  the  quilt  of  her  doll's 
bed  into  it,  for  me  to  lie  down  on. 

However,  I  was  terribly  shaken  in  this  journey, 
thougli  it  were  but  of  half  an  hour;  for  the  horse  went 
about  forty  feet  at  every  ste[),  and  trotted  so  high,  tbat 
the  agitation  was  equal  to  the  rising  and  falling  of  a  ship 
in  a  great  storm,  but  much  more  frequent.  Our  journey 
was  somewhat  fartiier  than  from  London  to  St.  Albans.'' 

My  master  alighted  at  an  inn  wliich  he  used  to 
frequent ;   and  after  making  some  necessary  preparations, 
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he  hired  the  gnd'-trud,  or  crier,  to  give  notice  through 
the  town  of  a  strange  crcutnre  to  be  seen  at  the  sign  of 
the  "  Goklen  Eagl«s"  not  six  feet  long,  and  in  ovoiv 
part  resembling  a  human  creature,  that  could  sptnik 
several  words,  and  perform  a  hundred  anuising  tricks. 

I  was  placed  upon  a  table  in  the  largest  room  of 
the  inn,  which  miglit  be  near  three  hundnul  feet  sipiarr. 
My  little  nurse  stood  on  a  low  stool  close  to  tlie  table 
to  take  care  of  me,  and  direct  what  I  should  do.  My 
master,  to  avoid  a  crowd,  would  sufifer  only  thirty  people 
at  a  time  to  see  me.  I  walked  about  on  the  table  as 
the  girl  commanded ;  she  asked  me  questions,  and  I 
answered  them  as  loud  as  I  could. 

I  turned  about  several  times  to  the  company,  and 
used  such  speeches  as  I  had  been  taught.  I  took  up  a 
thimble  filled  with  liquor,  which  Glumdalclitch  had 
given  me  for  a  cup,  and  drank  their  health.  I  drew 
out  my  lianger,*  and  llourished^  with  it  after  the  manner 
of  fencers  in  England. 

I  was  that  day  shown  to  twelve  sets  of  company, 
for  those  who  had  seen  me  made  such  woud'^rful  reports, 
that  the  people  were  ready  to  break  down  t\w  doors  to 
come  in.  My  master,  for  his  own  interest,  would  not 
suffer  anyone  to  touch  me  except  my  nurse ;  and  to 
prevent  danger,  benches  were  set  round  the  tal)l«',  at 
such  a  distance  as  to  put  me  out  of  everyl)ody's  reach. 

My  master,  seeing  how  profitable  I  was  likely  to  be, 
resolved  to  carry  me  to  the  most  important  cities  of  the 
kingdom.  Having  therefore  provided  himself  with  all 
things  necessary  for  a  long  journey,  we  set  out  for  the 
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metropolis,  situated  near  the  middle  of  that,  empire,  and 
about  three  thousand  miles  distance  from  our  house. 

He  made  Glumdalclitch  ride  behind  him.  She 
carried  me  on  her  lap,  in  a  box  tied  about  her  waist. 
The  girl  had  lined  it  on  all  sides  with  the  softest  cloth 
she  could  get,  well  quilted^  underneatii,  fu-nished  it  with 
the  doll's  bed,  provided  me  with  linen,  and  made  every- 
thing as  comfortable  for  me  as  she  could. 

My  master's  design  was  to  show  me  ir  all  the 
towns  by  the  way,  and  to  step  out  of  the  road,  for  fifty 
or  a  hundred  miles,  to  any  village  or  important  person, 
where  he  might  expect  custom.  We  made  easy  journeys 
of  not  above  eight  score  miles  a  day,  for  Glumdalclitch, 
on  purpose  to  spare  nie,  complained  she  was  tired  with 
the  trotting  of  the  horse.  She  often  took  me  out  of  the 
box,  at  my  own  desire,  to  give  me  air,  and  show  me  the 
country,  but  always  held  mo  fast  by  a  leading-string.'-*  We 
were  ten  weeks  c:i  our  journey,  and  1  was  shown  in 
eighteen  large  towns,  besides  many  villages  and  private 
famili(?s. 

On  the  "iOth  day  of  October  wo  arrived  at  the 
metropolis,  called  in  their  language  Lor'-hrul-grud,  or 
"  Pride  of  the  Universe."  My  master  hired  a  large 
room,  between  thre(3  and  four  hundred  feet  wide,  lie 
pr(n!ded  a  table  sixty  feet  in  diameter,  upon  which  I 
was  to  act  my  part,  and  rail:M|  it  round  three  feet  fro!u 
the  edge,  and  as  many  high,  to  prevent  my  falling  over. 
I  was  shown  ten  times  a  day,  to  the  wonder  and  satis- 
faction of  all  the  people. 
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CIIAPTi:U  XVTT. 

HE    GOES    TO    LIVK    AT    COT'RT. 

Tlie  frequent  labours  I  iiiulerwoiit  every  day  made, 
in  a  few  weeks,  a  very  great  change  in  my  heidtfi  ;  the 
more  my  master  made  by  me,  the  more  lie  wishe<l  to 
get.  I  had  quite  lost  my  stoutness,  and  was  reduced 
almost  to  a  skeleton.  Tiie  farmer  obs(M-ved  it,  and, 
concluding  I  must  soon  die,  resolved  to  make  us  much 
out  of  me  as  lu'  could. 

Wilde  he  was  thus  reasoning  with  himself,  a  gentle- 
man came  from  the  court,  and  commanded  my  master 
to  carry  me  thither  immediately  for  the  amusement  of 
the  queen  and  her  ladit^<.  Some  of  the  latter  had 
already  been  to  see  me,  and  reported  strange  things  of 
my  beauty,  behaviour,  and  good  sense. 

iier  majesty,  and  those  who  attended  her,  were 
delighted  beyond  measiini  with  my  demeanonr.'  She 
asked  me  some  questions  about  my  country  and  my 
travels,  which  I  aiiswereil  as  distinctly,  anti  in  as  few 
words  as  I  could.  She  aske  I  whether  [  would  be 
content  to  live  at  court,  and  I  replied  that  nothing  would 
be  more  pleasing  to  me,  it  my  master  wouhl  permit  it. 

She  then  asked  him  if  he  was  willing  lo  si-ll  me  at 
a  good  price.  \h\  who  thought  I  could  not  live  a 
month,  was  ready  enough  to  part  with  me,  and  demandtul 
a  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  which  wer>;  ord«>red  to  be 
paid   to  him  on  the  s{)ot. 

1  then  begged  of  the  (pieen  that  (xlumdalclitch, 
who   had    always    attended    me   with    so   much    care    and 


8S 


A    VOYAGE    TO    BROBDINGNAO. 


/i 


& 


kindness,  Ax^'ght  be  admitted  into  her  service,  and  con- 
tinue to  be  my  nurse  and  instructor.  Her  majesty 
agreed  to  this,  and  easily  got  the  farmer's  consent,  and 
the  poor  girl  herself  was  not  able  to  hide  her  joy. 

The  queen  took  me  in  her  own  hand,  and  carried 
me  to  the  king,  who  was  then  retired  to  his  private 
room.  She  set  me  gently  on  my  feet  upon  the  writing- 
table,  and  commanded  me  to  give  his  majesty  an 
account  of  myself,  which  I  did  in  a  very  few  words. 

The  king,  although  he  was  as  learneil  a  person  as 
any  in  his  dominions,  when  he  observed  my  sh;ipe  and 
saw  me  walk  erect,  before  I  began  to  speak,  believed  I 
must  be  a  piece  of  clockwork.^  lint  when  he  heard  my 
voice,  and  found  what  I  spoke  to  be  regular'-^  and 
sensible,  he  could  not  conceal  his  astonishment. 

The  queen  commanded  her  own  cabinet-maker  to 
contrive^  a  box,  that  might  serve  me  as  a  bed-chamber. 
This  man  was  most  ingenious,  and  according  to  my 
directions,  in  three  weeks  finished  for  me  a  wooden 
chamber  of  sixteen  feet  square,  and  twelve  high,  with 
sash  windows,  a  door,  and  two  closets,  like  a  London 
bed-chamber.  The  board  that  made  the  ceiling,  was  to 
be  lifted  up  by  two  hinges,  to  put  in  a  bed  ready 
furnished  by  her  majesty's  upholsterer,  which  Glumdal- 
clitch  took  out  every  day  to  air,  and  letting  it  down  at 
night,  locked  up  the  roof  over  me. 

A  workman,  who  was  famous  for  making  little 
curiosities,  undertook  to  make  me  two  chairs,  with  backs 
and  frames,  of  a  substance  not  unlike  ivory,  and  two 
tables,  WHO  a  cabinet*  to  put  my  things  in.     The  room 
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was  quilted  on  all  sides,  as  well  as  the-  floor  and  the 
ceiling,  to  prevent  any  accident  from  the  carelessness  of 
those  who  carried  me,  and  to  hreak  the  f(»rce  of  a  jolt, 
when  I  went  in  a  coach.  The  queen  likewise  ord(ued 
the  thinnest  silks  that  could  he  got,  to  niako  me  clothes; 
these  were  somewhat  thicker  than  an  English  hlank(>t, 
and  very  cumbersome  till  I  was  accustomed  to  them. 

The  queen  became  so  fond  of  my  company,  that  she 
could  not  dine  without  ma.  I  had  a  table  place  j  upon 
the  same  at  which  her  majesty  ate,  just  at  her  elbow, 
and  a  chair  to  sit  on.  Glumdalclitch  stood  on  a  stool 
on  tho  floor  near  my  table,  to  assist  and  take  care 
of  me. 

I  had  an  entire  set  of  silver  dishes  and  plates,  and 
other  necessaries,  which,  in  proportion  to  tliose  of  the 
queen,  were  not  much  bigger  than  what  I  have  seen  in 
a  London  toy-shop,  for  the  furniture  of  a  doll's  house  ; 
these  my  little  nurse  kept  in  her  pocket  in  a  silver  box, 
and  gave  them  to  mo  at  meals  as  I  wanted  them, 
always  cleaning  them  herself. 

Her  majesty  used  to  put  a  hit  of  meat  upon  one  of 
my  dishes,  out  of  which  I  carved  for  my  self,  for  the 
queer  took  up  at  one  mouthful  as  much  as  a  dozen 
English  farmers  could  eat  at  a  meal.  She  would  ctauiich 
the  wing  of  a  lark,  bones  and  all,  between  hur  teeth, 
although  it  was  nine  times  as  largt^  as  ttiat  of  a  full- 
grown  turkey  ;  and  put  a  bit  of  bread  m  her  nioiitii  as 
big  as  two  twelve-penny  loaves.^  She  (lr;ink  out  nf  a 
golden  cup,  abov«^  a  hogsheaii-  at  a  drauglt!.  Her  kniv.'s 
were    twice    as    long    as    a    scythe,    set    straight    upon    a 
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handle.  The  spoons,  forks,  and  other  instruments  were 
all  in  the  same  proportion. 

The  king  took  a  pleasure  m  conversing  with  me, 
inquiring  into  the  manners,  religion,  laws,  government, 
and  learning  of  Europe,  wherein  I  gave  him  the  hest 
account  I  was  able. 

I  should  have  lived  happy  enough  in  the  country  if 
my  littleness  had  not  exposed  me  to  several  ridiculous 
and  troublesome  accidents. 

On  one  occasion,  my  little  nurse,  believing  she  had 
put  me  in  a  secure  place,  and  having  left  my  box  at 
home,  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  carrying  it,  went  to 
another  part  of  the  garden  with  her  governess  and  some 
ladies  ot:  her  acquaintance. 

While  she  was  absent,  and  out  of  hearing,  a  small 
white  spaniel  that  belonged  to  one  of  the  chief  gardeners, 
having  got  by  accident  into  the  garden,  happened  to 
come  near  the  place  where  I  lay.  The  dog,  following 
tlie  sctMit,  came  directly  up,  and  taking  me  in  his  mouth, 
ran  straight  to  his  master,  wagging  his  tail,  and  set  me 
gently  on  the  ground.  By  good  fortune,  he  hud  l^een  so 
vvf'll  taught,  that  I  was  carried  bjtween  his  teetli  without 
the  least  hurt,  or  even  tearing  my  clothes. 

Once  a  kite,^  hovering  over  the  garden,  made  a 
swoop  at  me,  and  if  I  had  not  resohitely  drawn  my 
hanger,  and  run  under  a  thick  espalier,'-^  he  would  have 
certainly  carried  me  away  in   his  talons. 

Another  time,  I  broke  my  right  shin  against  the 
shell  of  a  snail,  which  1  happened  lo  stumble  over,  as 
1  was  walking  along  and  thinking  of  poor  England. 
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The  queen,  who  often  used  to  hear  me  talk  of 
my  sea  voyages,  and  took  all  occasions  to  amuse  nie 
when  I  was  sad,  asked  me  whether  I  understood  how  to 
handle  a  sail  or  an  oar,  and  whether  a  little  exercise  at 
rowing  might  not  he  j^'ood  for  my  health.  I  answered 
that  I  understood  both  very  well ;  for  although  mv 
proper  employment  had  been  to  be  surgeon  or  doctor  to 
the  ship,  yet  often,  upon  a  pinch,  I  was  forced  to  work 
like  a  common  mariner. 

But  I  did  not  see  how  this  could  be  done  in  their 
country,  where  the  smallest  wherry^  was  equal  to  a  first- 
rate  man-of-war  among  us;  and  such  a  boat  as  1  could 
manage  would  never  live  in  one  of  their  rivers. 

Her  majesty  said  that  if  I  would  contrive  a  boat, 
her  own  joiner  should  make  it,  ;ind  she  would  procure 
a  place  for  me  to  sail  in.  The  fellow  was  a  skilful 
workman,  and,  by  my  instructions,  in  ten  days  finished 
a  pleasure-boat,  with  all  the  tackling,"  and  able  to  hold 
eight  Europeans. 

When  it  was  finished,  the  queen  ordered  the  joiner 
to  make  a  wooden  trough  of  three  hundred  feet  long, 
fifty  broad,  and  eight  deep,  which,  being  well  pitched  lo 
prevent  leaking,  was  placed  on  the  floor  along  the  wall, 
in  an  outer  room  of  the  palace.  It  had  a  plug  near  the 
bottom  to  let  out  the  water  when  it  grew  stale,**  and 
two  servants  could  easiiy  fill  it  in  half  an  hour. 

Here  I  oium  used  to  row  for  my  own  pleasure,  as 
well  as  for  that  of  the  queen  and  her  ladies,  wiio 
thought  themselves  well  entertained  with  my  skill  and 
agility.*     Sometimes  I  would  put  up  my  sail,  and    then 
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my  business  was  only  to  steer,  while  the  ladies  gave  me 
a  <,Mle  with  their  fans;  and  when  they  were  weary, 
some  of  th(;ir  p:ig(3s  would  blow  iny  sail  forward  with 
their  breath,  while  I  showed  my  art  by  steering  star- 
board or  larboard'  as  I  pleased.  When  I  had  done, 
Glmndalclitcl)  always  carried  back  my  boat  into  her 
closet,  and  hung  it  on  a  nail  to  dry. 

Perhai)s  tiie  greatest  danger  I  underwent  in  that 
ki  gdoin  was  from  a  monkey  which  belonged  to  one  of 
the  clerks  of  the  kituhen.'' 

Glumdalelitch  had  locked  me  in  her  c^  ■  et  while 
she  went  somewhere  upon  business,  or  on  a  v^it.  The 
weather  being  very  warm,  the  closet  window  was  left 
open,  as  well  as  the  windows  and  door  of  my  box. 
As  I  sat  quietly  at  my  table,  I  heard  something  bounce 
in  at  the  closet-wmdow,  and  skip  about  from  one  side 
to  the  other ;  at  wiiich,  although  I  was  nmch  alarmed, 
}et  1  ventured  to  look  out,  but  not  stirring  from  my 
seat;  and  then  I  saw  this  frolicsome  animal  frisking 
and  leapnig  up  and  down,  till  at  last  he  came  to  my 
box,  which  he  seemed  to  view  with  great  pleasure  and 
curiosity,  peeping  in  at  the  door  and  at  every  window. 

After  some  time  spent  in  pee[)ing,  grinning,  and 
chattering,  he  at  last  espied  me ;  and  reaching  one  of 
his  pav/s  in  at  the  door,  as  a  cat  does  when  she  plays 
with  a  nious(?,  although  1  often  shifted  place  to  avoid 
him,  he  at  length  seizt^d  the  lappet  of  my  coat,  and 
draggcul  me  out.  lie  took  me  u[)  in  his  riglit  fore-foot, 
and  when  1  offered  to  struggle  he  squeezed  me  so  hard, 
that  1  thought  it  more  prudent  to  submit. 
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I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  he  took  me  for 
a  young  one  of  his  own  species,^  by  his  often  stroking];  my 
face  very  gently  with  his  other  paw.  In  this  he  was 
interrupted  by  a  noise  at  the  closet  door,  as  if  some- 
body were  opening  it ;  whereupon  he  suddenly  leaped 
np  to  the  window,  at  which  he  had  come  in,  and  theni^e 
upon   the   leads   and   gutters,''  walking   upon    three   legs, 

and  holding  me  in 
the  fourth,  till  lie 
clambered  n\)  to  a 
roof  that  was  next 
to  ours. 

I    heard    Glum- 

dalciitch  giv(;  a  shri«'k 

at  the  moment  Ik;  was 

carrying  me  out.   The 

poor  girl  was  almost 

distracted.      That 

^— ^,j  quarter  of  the  palace 

was  all  in  an  uproar ; 

the  servants  ran   for 

" iTc  fnok  me  in  his  liKiit  fore-fioi. '-  r«<;«  84.      laddcrs  ;  the  uionkey 

was  set'U  by  hundreds  in  the  court,  sitting  upon  the  ridge 

of   tho   building,  holding  me   like   a  baby  in   one  of  his 

fore-paws. 

Some  of  the  people  threw  up  stones,  hoping  to 
drive  tiie  nion-' y  '^wn ;  but  this  was  strictly  forbidden, 
or  rise,  veiy  probably,  my  brains  had  been  ilashed  out. 
The  ladd<^ri  were  now  applied,  and  mounted  by  several 
m^n      Tbis   ^m   ir onaey   observed,  and    finding   himself 
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almost  surrounded,  and  not  being  able  to  make  speed 
t  i.ough  with  his  three  legs,  let  me  drop  on  a  ridge-tile,* 
and  made  his  escape. 

Here  I  sat  for  some  time,  live  hundred  yards  from 
the  ground,  expecting  every  moment  to  be  blown  down 
by  the  wind,  or  to  fall  by  my  own  giddiness,  and  come 
tumbling  over  and  over  from  the  ridge  to  the  eaves." 
But  an  lionest  lad,  one  of  my  nurse's  footmen,  climbed 
up,  and  j)utting  me  into  his  breeches  pocket,  brought 
mo  down  safe. 

I  was  so  weak  and  bruised  in  the  sides,  with  the 
squeezes  given  me  by  this  odious  animal,  that  1  was 
toi'ced  to  keep  my  bed  a  fortnight.  The  king,  queen, 
and  all  the  court  sent  every  day  to  inquire  after  my 
health,  and  her  majesty  paid  me  several  visits  during 
my  sickness.  The  monkey  was  killed,  and  an  order 
made  that  no  such  animal  should,  in  future,  be  kept 
about  the  palace. 

CHAPTIIR   XVIII. 

HE  REGAINS  HIS  FREEDOM  AND  RETURNS  HOME. 

I  had  always  :i  strong  feeling  that  I  should  some 
time  re«"over  my  liberty.  But  my  deliverance  came 
sooner  than  I  expected,  and  in  a  not  very  common 
mann*T. 

I  had  now  been  two  years  in  the  country ;  and, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  third,  Glumdaiclitch  and  I 
attended  the  king  and  queen  in  a  progress^  to  the  south 
coast  of  the  kingdom.  I  was  Civrried,  as  usual,  in  my 
travelling  box,  and  I  had  ordered  a  hammock  to  be  fixed 
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^      me  before  him  on  bors^ljack. 

\    I   would    often    sleep    in    my 

hammock,  while  we  were  upon 

the  road. 
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When  we  came  to  our  journey's  end,  Glumdalclitch 
and  I  were  very  much  fatigued  ;  I  had  got  a  small  cold, 
but  the  poor  girl  was  so  ill  as  to  be  confined  to  her 
chamber.  I  longed  to  see  the  ocean,  which  must  he  the 
only  scene  of  my  escape,  if  it  should  ever  happen,  so  I 
pretended  to  be  worse  than  I  really  was,  and  -desired  leave 
to  take  the  fresh  air  of  the  sea  with  a  page,  whom  I 
was  very  fond  of,  and  who  had  sometimes  been  trusted 
with    me. 

The  boy  took  me  out  in  my  box,  about  half  an 
hour's  walk  from  the  i)alace,  towards  the  rocks  on  the 
sea-shore.  I  ordered  him  to  set  me  down,  and  lifting 
up  one  of  my  sashes,  cast  many  a  wistfuP  look  towards 
the  sea.  I  was  not  very  well,  and  told  the  page  that  I 
would  take  a  nap  in  my  hammock,  which  I  hoped  would 
do  me  good.  1  got  in,  and  the  boy  shut  the  v*'indow  close 
down  to  keep  out  the  cold.  I  soon  fell  asleep,  and  all  I 
can  conjecture^  is  that,  while  I  slept,  the  page,  thinking 
no  danger  could  happen,  went  among  the  rocks  to  look 
for  birds'  eggs. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  I  found  myself  suddenly  awakened 
with  a  violent  pull  upon  the  ring,  which  was  fastened 
at  the  top  of  my  box  for  the  convenience  of  carriage. 
I  felt  my  box  raised  very  high  in  the  air,  and  then  borne 
forward  with  very  great  speed.  The  first  jolt  nearly 
shook  me  out  of  my  hammock;  but  afterwar'^  *he 
motion  was  easy  enough. 

I  called  out  several  times  as  loud  as  I  could  raise 
my  voice,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  I  looked  towards  my 
window,  and  could  see  nothing  but  the  clouds  and  sky. 
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I  heard  a  noise  over  my  head  like  the  clapping  of  wings, 
and  then  began  to  perceive  the  woful  condition^  I  was  in; 
that  some  eagle  had  got  the  ring  of  my  box  in  his  beak, 
with  an  intent  to  let  it  fall  on  the  rock,  like  a  tortoise 
in  a  shell,  and  then  pick  out  my  body  and  devour  it. 

In  a  little  time  the  noise  and  flutter  of  wings  increased 
very  fast,  and  my  box  was  tossed  up  and  down  like  a 
sign*  on  a  windy  day.  I  heard  several  bangs  or  buffets, 
as  I  thought,  given  to  the  eagle,  and  then,  all  on  a  sudden, 
felt  myself  falling  perpendicularly  down,  for  above  a 
minute,  but  with  such  swiftness  that  I  almost  lost 
my  breath. 

My  fall  was  stopped  by  a  terrible  splash,  that 
sounded  louder  to  my  ears  than  the  cataract  of  Niagara ; 
after  which,  I  was  quite  in  the  dark  for  another  minute, 
and  then  my  box  began  to  rise  so  high  that  I  could  see 
light  from  the  tops  of  the  windows. 

I  now  perceived  I  was  fallen  into  the  sea.  My  box, 
by  the  weight  of  my  body,  the  goods  that  were  in  it,  and 
the  broad  plates  of  iron  iixed  for  strength  at  the  four 
corners  of  the  top  and  bottom,  floated  about  live  feet 
deep  in  water. 

I  did  then,  and  do  now  suppose,  that  the  eagle  whieii 
flew  away  with  my  box  was  pursued  by  two  or  three  others, 
and  forced  to  let  me  drop,  while  he  defended  hims(>lf 
against  the  rest,  who  hoped  to  share  in  the  i)rey. 

The  plates  of  iron  'isteiied  at  the  bottom  of  the 
box  preserved  the  balance  while  it  fell,  and  hindered  it 
from  being  broken  on  the  surface  of  the  water.  Kvery 
joint  of  the  box  was  well  grooved ;    and  the  door  did  not 
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move  on  hinges,  but  up  and  down  like  a  sash,  and  this 
kept  my  closet  so  tight  that  very  liltle  water  came  in. 

Then?  were  two  strong  staples  fixed  upon  that  side 
of  my  box  which  had  no  window ;  and  into  which  the 
servant  who  used  to  carry  me  on  horseback,  would  put 
a  leather  belt,  and  buckle  it  about  his  waist. 

After  many  hours,  I  heard,  or,  at  least,  thought  I 
heard,  some  grating  noise  on  that  side  of  my  box  where 
the  staples  were  fixed  ;  and  soon  after  I  began  to  fancy 
that  the  box  was  pulled  or  towed  along  the  sea ;  for  I 
now  and  then  felt  a  sort  of  tugging,  wliich  made  the 
waves  rise  near  the  tops  of  my  windows,  leaving  me 
almost  in  the  dark.  In  the  space  of  about  an  hour,  that 
side  of  the  box  where  the  staples  were,  and  which  had 
no  windows,  struck  against  something  that  was  hard. 

I  apprehended  it  to  be  a  rock,  and  found  myself 
tossed  more  than  ever.  I  plainly  hoard  a  noise  upon 
the  cover  of  my  closet,  like  that  of  a  cable,  and  the 
grating  of  it  as  it  passed  through  the  ring.  I  then 
found  myself  hoisted  up,  by  degrees,  at  least  three  feet 
higher  than  I  was  before,  i  heard  a  trampling  over  my 
head,  and  somebody  calling  through  the  h  )le  with  a  loud 
voice,  in  the  English  tongue,  "  If  there  be  anybody  below, 
let  them  speak." 

I  answered  that  I  was  an  Englishman,  and  begged, 
by  all  that  was  moving,  to  be  delivered  out  of  the  dungeon 
I  was  in.  The  voice  replied  that  I  was  safe,  for  my  box 
was  fastened  to  their  ship,  and  the  carpenter  should 
immediately  come  and  saw  a  hole  in  the  cover  large 
enough  to  pull  me  out. 
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I  said  that  that  was  needless,  and  would  take  up  too 
much  till!  J  ;  for  there  was  no  more  to  be  done  but  to  let 
one  of  the  crew  put  his  finger  into  the  ring,  and  take 
the  box  out  of  the  sea  into  the  ship,  and  so  into  the 
captain's  cabin. 

Some  of  them,  upon  hearing  me  talk  so  wildly,^ 
thought  I  was  mad  ;  others  laughed ;  for  indeed  it  never 
came  into  my  head  that  I  had  now  got  among  people 
of  my  own  stature  and  strength.  The  carpenter  came, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  sawed  a  passage  about  four  feet 
square,  then  let  down  a  small  ladder,  upon  which  I 
mounted,  and  thence  was  taken  into  the  ship  in  a  very 
weak   condition. 

The  sailors  were  all  amazement,  and  asked  nie  a 
thousand  questions.  But  the  captain,  Mr.  Thomas  Wilcox, 
an  honest,  worthy  Shropshire  man,  observing  I  was  ready 
to  faint,  took  me  into  his  cabin,  gave  me  a  cordiaP  to 
comfort  me,  and  made  me  turn  in  upon  his  own  bed, 
advising  me  to  take  a  little  rest,  of  which  I  had  great  need. 

When  I  awoke,  I  begged  him  to  hear  me  tell  my 
story,  which  I  faithfully  did,  from  the  last  time  I  left 
England  to  the  moment  he  first  discovered  me.  And,  as 
truth  always  forces  its  way,  so  this  honest,  worthy  gentle- 
man, who  had  some  amount  of  learning,  and  very  good 
sense,  was  immediaV3ly  convinced  of  my  honesty  and 
truthfulness 

But,  farther  to  confirm  all  I  had  said,  I  entreated 
him  to  give  orders  that  my  cabinet  be  brought,  of  which 
I  had  the  key  in  my  pocket.'  I  opened  it  in  his  own 
presence,  and  showed  him  the  small  collection  of  rarities 
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I  had  made  in  the  country  from  which  I  had  heen  so 
strangely  delivered. 

TL.re  was  a  comb  I  had  contrived  out  of  the 
stumps  of  the  king's  beard,  and  another  of  the  same 
materials,  but  fixed  into  a  paring  of  her  majesty's 
thumb-nail,  which  served  for  the  back. 

There  was  a  collection  of  needles  and  pins,  from  a 
foot  to  half  a  yard  long;  four  wasps'  stings  like  Joiners' 
tacks  ;  a  gold  ring  which  one  day  the  queen  had  made 
me  a  present  of,  in  a  most  obliging  manner,  taking  it 
from  her  little  finger,  and  throwing  it  over  my  head 
like  a  collar.  I  desired  the  captain  would  please  to 
accept  this  ring  in  return  for  his  civilities,^  which  he 
absolutely  refused. 

Lastly,  I  showed  him  the  breeches  I  had  then  on, 
which  were  made  of  a  mouse's  skin. 

I  could  force  nothing  on  him  but  a  footman's  tooth, 
which  I  observed  him  to  examine  with  great  curiosity, 
and  found  he  had  a  fancy  for  it.  He  received  it  with 
abundance  of  thanks,  more  than  sucli  a  trifle  could 
deserve. 

It  was  drawn  by  an  unskilful  surgeon,  in  a  mistake, 
fiom  one  of  Glumdalchtch's  men,  who  was  alllicted  with 
toothache,  but  it  was  as  sound  as  any  in  his  nead.  I 
got  it  cieanrd,  B.u<\  put  it  into  my  cabinet.  It  was 
about  a  foot  long,  and  four  inches  in  diameter. 

The  captain  was  very  well  satisfied  with  this  plain 
relation  I  had  given  him,  and  said  he  hoped,  when  we 
returned  to  England,  I  would  oblige  the  world  by  putting 
it  on  paper,  and  making  it  public. 
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Oiir  voyaj^e  home  was  very  prosperous,  but  I  shall 
not  trouble  tlie  reader  with  a  journaP  of  it.  The  eaplain 
called  in  at  one  or  two  ports  for  provisions  and  fresh 
water,  but  I  never  went  out  of  the  ship  till  we  eame 
into  the  Downs,  which  was  on  the  third  dav  of  June, 
1700,  about  nine  months  after  my  escape.  Here  the 
captain  and  I  took  a  kind  leave  of  each  other,  and  in  a 
few  days  I  had  the  extreme  joy  of  being  united  to  my 
wife  and  children  at  my  house  in  Redriff.^ 


NOTES   AND   MEANINGS. 
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6. 


7. 
8. 


9. 
10. 


1 .  Emmanuel  College,  a  college  founded 
by  Sir  Walter  Mildmay,  in  1584. 

2.  Navigation,  the  art  or  science  of  sail- 
ing ships. 

3.  Leyden,  in  Holland,  with  a  famous 
university  where  medical  and  other 
students  are  educated. 

4.  Phytic,  medicine 

5.  Levant,  the  ea^ilurn  part  of  the 
Mediterranean. 

1.  South  Sea,. the  South  Pacific  Ocean. 

2.  Van  Diemen's  Land,  so  called  from 
th«  name  of  its  discoverer ;  now  Tas- 
mania. 

3.  Cable's  length.  A  cable's  length  is 
12D  fathoms,  i.e.,  720  feet,  or  about 
one-seventh  of  a  mile. 

1.  Gone,  dead  with  fatigue 

!■  Quiver,  a  case  to  carry  arrows  in. 

2.  Reliinah,  &c.  These  wordd  cannot 
be  translated. 

3.  Accent,  tone  of  voice. 

4.  Volley,  a  shower  of  arrows. 

1.  Jerkin,  a  kind  of  short  jacket  made 
of  bufif-coioured  leather. 

1.  Gesture,  movements 

2.  Train,  the  part  of  a  dross  or  cloak 
which  trails  behind  on  the  ground. 

*.  Orator,  a  clever  speaker. 


11.  1.  Dressed,  cooked. 

2.  Burgundy.  Burgundy  is  a  district  in 
tha  noith-«ast  of  Franc*  noted  for  wine. 

12.  1.  Retinue,  those  who  came  with  him. 
2.  Train,  his  retinue  or  attendants. 

13.  1.  Express,  a  mes.seng«r  sent  in  a  hurry. 
2.  Machine,acarriageor kindof waggon. 

14.  1.  Patron,  one  who  protects,  favours, 
iiiid  ent'ouragcs 

2.  Engineers,  makers  of  niachinos. 

3.  Packthread,  a  very  thick  and  strong 
kind  of  thread  or  twine  used  for  sewing 
up  parcels. 

4.  Girt,  tied. 

16.  1.  Proclamation,  a  public  notice  issued 
by  the  king. 

2.  Expressed,  told. 

17.  1.  Sedan  chair,  a  covered  chair  for  one 
pe  )n,  usually  carried  on  two  poles, 
pa.-sed  through  rings  in  the  sides,  by  two 
bearers.  They  were  in  general  use  dui  ing 
the  17th  and  18th  centuries,  and  got  their 
name  from  Sedan,  in  France,  where  they 
were  invented  in  the  16th  century, 

18.  1.  Austrian  lip,  thick  lip. 

2.  Prime,  early  manhood. 

3.  Plume,  a  tuft  of  feathers. 

4.  Smattering  of,  a  very  slight  know- 
ledge of. 
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6.  High  Dutch,  Cfinn-  I 
6.  Lingua  Franea,a  jd  language  or 
jargon  (chiefly  Italian,  with  many  Arabic, 
Turkish,  and  Greek  words),  used  largely 
by  sailors  and  merchants,  and  those  they 
come  in  contact  with,  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean coasts,  especially  towards  the  east. 

19.  1.  Rabble,  the  rough  crowd  of  common 
people. 

2.  Colonel,  an  officer  who  has  command 
of  a  regiment. 

3.  Pikes,  lances. 

20.  1.  Tolerable  enough,  fairly  comfortable. 

2.  Tillage,  work  on  the  farms  and  in 
the  gardens. 

3.  Great  quality,  high  rank ;  a  noble- 
man. 

21.  1.  Imperial  coramisBion,  fto.,  an  order 
sent  out  by  the  sovereign. 

2.  Beeves,  oxen. 

3.  Board-wages,  wages  allowed  to  serr- 
ants  to  keep  themselves  in  food. 

23.  1.  Fob,  a  small  pocket  in  the  waist-b«U 
of  the  breeches,  chiefly  used  for  keeping 
the  watch  in,  or  money,  or  small  articles. 
Fobs  are  not  much  used  now. 

2.  Imprimis,  a  Latin  word  meaning  '  in 
the  first  place  '  ;  or  '  first  in  order.' 

3.  Coarse  cloth,  his  handkerchief. 

4.  Silver  chest,  a  silver  snufif-boz. 

5.  Thin  substances,leave8  of  his  pocket- 
book, 

24.  1.  Pillar  of  iron,  a  pistol. 

2.  Red  metal,  copper  money. 

25.  1.  Cut  his  meat.  The  article  was  a 
pocket  knife  and  fork. 

2.  Half  silver,  his  watch. 

3.  Oracle,  something  which  gives  certain 
information  that  can  be  relied  upon. 

26.  1    Balls,  bullets. 

2.  Black  grains,  gunpowder. 

3.  Scabbard,  the  case  or  sheath  of  a 
sword. 

27.  1.  Yeomen  of  the  Guard.  The  Yeo- 
men of  the  Guard  form,  in  England,  part 
of  the  Sovereign's  body-guard,  and  have 
done  so  since  148-5.  on  the  accession  of 
Henry  VII.  They  are  frequently  called 
Beef-eaters,  but  the  origin  of  the  name 
is  very  obscure. 

29.    1.  Somersault,  turn  head  over  lieeU 
3    Trencher,  a  large  wooden  dinh. 
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32. 
34. 


36. 


41. 
42. 
44. 


1.  Trooper,  a  soldier  on  horseback. 

1.  Colossus.  The  Colossus  was  a  statue 
of  bra.ss,  representing  a  giant,  whose  legs 
rested  on  tlie  ends  of  the  two  pieces  which 
formed  t)  >  hiiibour  of  the  island  of 
Rhodes,  an  island  off  the  coast  of  Asia 
Minor. 

2.  Close  order,  arranged  in  ranks,  the 
files,  or  separate  rows  of  soldiers,  being 
about  half-a  puce  apart. 

3.  Advanced,  to  the  front. 

3S.  1.  Cabinet.  The  meeting  of  the  chief 
officers  of  the  government 

2.  Council.  The  Privy  Council,  as  it  is 
called  in  England.  It  consists  of  a  large 
number  of  noblemen  pnd  others,  selected 
by  the  king,  to  advise  him  when  necessary. 

3.  Mortal,  deadly. 

1  Articles,  sepa  -»s. 

2  License,  leave 
3.  Moon,  month 

1.  Constitution,  tb,.  <w.  and  customs 
by  which  a  counti/  in  governed. 

1.  Lost  his  life,  was  executed. 

2.  Lost  his  crown,  was  deposed. 

1.  Intercourse,  communication,  busi- 
ness. &o. 

2.  "couts,  spies. 

3.  Sounded,  measured  the  depth  of. 

4.  Transports,  ships  for  carrying  soldiers 
and  arms,  but  not  for  fighting. 

45.  !•  Prow,  the  bow,  or  front  part  of  a  ship. 

46.  1.  Design,  plan. 

2.  Run  adrift,  float  away. 

3.  Fall  foul,  float  against  and  so  damage 
each  other. 

4.  Hostile,  warlike. 

47.  1.  Viceroy,  one  who  rules  in  place  of 
the  sovereign. 

48.  1.  Embassy,  messengers  sent  from  one 
sovereign  to  another  to  do  certain  busi- 
ness ;  in  t!i;s  case  to  make  a  treaty  of 
peace. 

49.  1  Cold  nanner,  appeared  rather  un- 
friendly. 

50.  1  Pulling,  pulling  o£f  the  feathers  to 
prepare  for  cooking. 

51.  1  Ingratitude,  want  of  than"ulnes3 
for  favours  received,  or  benefits  coiiferred. 
2.  Capital  crime,  a  crime  punished  by 
cutting  off  the  head  (Latin,  caput),  that 
is,  by  dc.ith. 
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54. 


55. 


56. 
57. 


58. 
62. 
64. 


66. 


87. 


68. 


1-  Lawn,  a  fine  kind  of  muslin. 

'2.  Piece,  a  length  of  ciotli,  Ac  ,  as  usually 

iold  by  the  manufacturer. 

3.  Plumb-line,  a  string   with   a  small 

weight  of  lead  tied  to  the  end,  used  by 

workmen   to   test  whether    things    nrc 

vertical. 

1.  Sirloin,  the  thiclc,  upper  part  of  a 
loin  of  beef. 

2.  Knife.  It  is  now  con  sidered  very  nido 
and  vulgar  init^d  to  carry  food  to  the 
mouth  on  the  knife. 

3.  Consort,  partner,  that  is,  his  wife. 

1.  Treasury,  that  department  of  the 
government  which  has  charge  of  the 
money  affairs  of  a  nation. 

2.  Spangle, a  small,  round  piece  of  metal 
sewn  on  dressos,  coats,  Ac,  as  an  orna- 
ment (often  called  '  sequins '  now,  thouf^h 
these  are  frequently  larger  than  the  old- 
fashioned  spangle). 

1.  Treason,  plotting  against  the  govern- 
ment of  a  country. 

1.  Articles  of  Impeachment,  a  writing 
accusing  a  person  of  certain  crimes 

2.  Heresy,  an  opinion  opposed  to  the 
generally  received  opinion. 

3.  Abet,  assist  and  encourage. 

4    Verbal  license,  leave  given  by  word 

of  mouth. 

1.  Partial,  inclined  to  favour. 

1.  Regular,  proper  and  direct. 

1.  Envoy,  a  messenger  sent  on  business 
by  one  ruler  to  another  one. 

2.  Brother.  "Sovereigns  usually  call 
other  sovereigns  thiir  'brothers'  or 
'  cousins,'  even  when  not  in  any  way 
related  to  each  other. 

1.  Greasing  my  boat.  Grease  was  put 
on  the  outside  of  a  boat  to  keep  out  the 
water  and  prevent  the  wood  rotting.  Tar 
is  frequently  used  now. 

1.  Lee  side,  the  side  sheltered  from  the 
wind. 

2.  Heaving,  lifting  up  out  of  the  water. 

1.  Ancient  :v  long,  narrow  flag  used  for 
making  signals. 

2.  Colours,  flags.  Ships  at  sea  are 
recognized  by  the  ilags  they  fly. 

3.  North  and  South  Seas.  North  and 
South  Pacific. 

4.  Deptford,  a  port  on  the  Thame:]  near 


Greenwich      Now  a  part  of  I,onilon. 

68.  a.  Raving,  out  of  niiiul     mad. 

69.  1.  Downs,  a  rmidstead  between  the  coast 
of  Kent  and  the  Goodwin  Sund;*. 

70.  1  Surat,  an  important  port  of  India, 
about  150  miles  north  of  Koinhay 

2.  Hundred  tons.  At  this  time  a  ship 
carrying  100  tons  would  be  considered 
fairly  large. 

3.  Long-boat,  the  largest  boat  carried 
by  a  ship. 

72.  1.  Interwoven,  twisted  together. 

2.  Beards,  the  prickles  ou  the  ears  ot 
b  irley,  iVc. 

•i  Supplicating  posture,  in  a  position 
as  though  begging. 

73.  1.  Lappet,  the  tail  of  a  coat  The 
lappii  is  the  part  of  the  collar  turned 
over  in  front. 

2.  On  all  fours,  on  hands  and  knees. 

3.  Rational  creature,  a  living  being 
having  reason  like  men. 

74.  1.  Minced,  cut  up  into  small  pieces 

75.  1.  Dexterous,  clever. 

2.  Mannikin,  little  man. 

76.  1.  Pillion,  a  cushion  placed  behind  .a 
man's  saddle  for  a  woman  to  ride  on. 

2.  St.  Albans,  a  town  in  Ilertfordshire. 
about  20  miles  north  of  London. 

77.  1    Hanger,  a  short  sword 

2.  Flourished,  waved  about. 

78.  1.  Quilted, liavingtwoi)iecesofcl"h,itc  . 
sewed  together,  with  cotton  wool  b  iwecn. 
2.  Leading-string,  such    as    dogs   are 

led  with. 

79.  1.  Demeanour,  behaviour ;  conduct. 

80.  1.  Clockwork.  At  this  time  tigures  of 
men  made  to  move  by  clockwork  were 
very  common. 

2.  Regular,  such  as  might  be  expected 
from  a  human  being. 

3.  Contrive,  plan  ;  invent. 

4.  Cabinet,  cupboard. 

81.  1.  Twelve-penny  loaf,  a  very  large 
loaf  of  houst,h,)ld  bread. 

2.  Hogshead,  a  very  large  cask. 

82.  1.  Kite,  a  bird  of  prey.  In  England 
about  the  size  of  a  pigeon 

2  Espalier,  a  kind  of  wooden  frame 
upon  which  fruit  trees  are  trained. 

83.  1 .  Wherry,  a  ferry  ho.at. 

2.  Tackling,  mast,  sails,  rigging,  il 
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81. 
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86. 


3.  Stale,  bad,  and  smellinK  foul 

4.  Agility,  quickni'ss  and  activity. 

1.  Stai'board  or  Larboard.  Sturhoard 
is  tlic  ri;^'ht-hivnd  side,  and  larboard 
the  left  hiind  side  of  a  vessel  when  you 
are  looking  towards  the  bow.  I'urt  is 
always  used  now   ns'*  id  of  larboard. 

2.  Clerk  of  the  kitciicn,  a  servant  whose 
duty  it  is  to  keep  an  account  of  all  fo  id, 
dtc,  sent  into  the  kitchen. 

1.  Species,  kind 

'2.  Leads  and  gutters,  parts  of  the  roof, 

usually  made  of  lead. 

Ridge-tile,  a  tile   across   the   ridge   of 

a  roof. 


PAiiP: 
86. 


88. 
89. 
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92. 
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2.  Eaves,  the  edge  of  the  roof  projecting 
OTer  the  wall. 

3.  Progress,  journey. 
Wistful,  lon^int^  and  anxious. 
Conjecture,  Kuess  ;  imhfjine. 
Woful  condition,  sad  Ftate. 
Si«(n,  as  in  front  of  an  inn. 
Wildly,  foolishly  and  without  reason. 
Cordial,  a  drink  made  from  sweetened 

spirits,  Ac 

1    Civilities,  kindnesses. 

1.  Journal,  an  aeeount  written  down, 

day  by  day,  ^n  a  diary 

""    Redriif,  a  part  of  London,  in  Surrey, 

now  called  llotherhitbe. 


NOTE   BY   THE   EDITOR  OF  THE   SERIES. 


I 


Jonathan  Swift  (usually  spoken  of  as  Dean  Swift),  was  hoin  in  Dublin  in  IC*?, 
and  died  there  in  174-}.  He  studied  for  the  ministry,  and  after  several  appointments 
was  made  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  Dublin,  in  1713. 

Swift  was  a  noted  politician  and  author,  and  all  his  writings  are  full  of  wit  and 
satire,  whilst  as  a  political  writer,  he  has  no  equal.  He  was  a  proud  and  ambitious 
man,  who  never  forgot  an  insult  nor  forgave  an  injury.  His  friends  almost  worshipped 
Y  n,  whilst  his  enei.iies,  of  whom  he  had  many,  feared  and  huted  him  with  an  intense 
.atred.  He  was  very  bigoted,  both  on  religious  and  political  matters,  and  always 
spoke  of  and  treated  those  who  did  not  agree  with  hi'.i  in  a  most  unjust  manner. 

The  best  known  of  Swift's  numerous  writings  are  The  Battle  of  the  Books,  in  which 
he  compares,  with  much  wit,  the  merits  of  ancient  and  modern  books ;  A  Tale  of  a 
Tub,  an  attack  on  the  many  absurdities  arid  abuse.-;  which  had  sprung  up  in  the  name 
of  religion  ;  and  GuUiter's  Travch  (published  in  17"2C),  a  .;atire  full  of  caustic  wit  and 
bitterness,  on  political  and  social  affairs  at  home  and  abioad. 

Of  the  four  voyages  which  comprise  GttUicer's  Travels,  two  are  here  included,  viz., 
to  Lllliput  or  the  Land  of  the  Piipnies,  and  to  Brohditignag  or  the  Land  of  the  Giants. 
They  are  both  wonderfully  interesting,  and  though  quite  fictitious,  appear  perfectly 
true  and  real,  and  as  mere  wonder-tales  have  never  been  surpassed. 

A  few  incidents  have  been  omitted,  old-fashioned  words  have  been  modernized, 
and  simple  notes  added;  but  the  political  allusions,  which  have  no  interest  for  young 
readers  (and  which  they  could  not  oven  understand),  have  been  left  without  explanation. 
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